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ACCOLADES are in order. 
Somewhere, someone is 
doing something right 

when five black teenagers emerge 
from the violence-torn township 
of Kwa-Thema in Gauteng to 
excel in one of the world's most 
elite sports - ocean racing on 
yachts. 

There are significant differences 
in the development programme 
that has brought Solomon Dipere, 
Elf as Bonginkosi, Brian 
Mkhwanazi, Golden Moedeza and 
Owen Mashifane to Simon's Town 
High School and a yacht racing 
existence that made the exercise a 
model for any sport. 

South Africans are tired of the 
tedious rigmarole of seeing town
ship kids bussed in and paraded 
before the media in a public rela
tions exercise to champion a sup
posedly benign sporting front. 

In reality it is only a facade that 
sees the kids vanish to the dusty 
streets never to be seen again. 

The effervescent youngsters at 
Simon's Town are a dedicated 
bunch of teenagers not only revel
ling in the thrills of yacht racing, 
but also entertaining aspirations of 
greater things to come. 

Their resume proves it. A fort
night ago they completed a week 
of gruelling racing at South Africa's 
premier regatta, the Lipton Cup, 
against the cream of South Africa's 
yachtsmen, sailing for Langebaan 
Yacht Club on Marcam. 

Their endeavours did not go 
unnoticed and they were awarded 
the trophy for the youngest and 
most promising crew at the regatta. 

And just before Lipton they 
sailed the Western Province L-26 
championships against the likes of 
Geoff Meek, Greg Davis, Chris King 
and Rick Nankin who have sailed 
against the world's best in premier 

international regattas. 
The magnitude of their endeav

ours and enthusiasm for a highly 
specialised sport can only be illus
trated by the shocking statistic that 
half of these teenagers cannott 
swim. 

Throw in the harsh reality that 
a small mistake on a yacht can 
result in a broken mast, boom or 
even a sunken bo't to appreciate 
the effort and trairbng it takes just 
to get them to the ltartline. 

So in two years how did five 
youngsters, who had never seen 
the sea, emerge from the violence 
of the East Rand to become sea
soned sailors in the Cape. 

Understandably the boys are 
not eager to recount tales of Kwa
Thema and the dark violence 
which threatened their education, 
disrupted fami~s and plagued 
their childhood. 

But their votage to the sea 
began as naval cadets and holidays 
to Simon's Town to learn the finer 
art of seafaring. 

"We love sailing, the sea and 
particularly winning," says Brian 
Mkhwanazi. "It's our sport and 
although many ~pie back home 
are not that interested, black peo
ple have never really had the 
chance to participate in sports of 
this nature. We hope to change all 
that." 

The boys dream of one day 
sailing in famous pcean races such 
as the Whitbre.ad-round-the
world race, the B~ solo-around
the-wor ld adv~· ture and are 
familiar with di erent classes of 
yachts - their fa ourite being the 

Simonis 35. ~ There are ma , probably too 
many to mentio , that deserve a 
pat on the back r encouraging 
their sailing, inc uding the Navy 
and False Bay Yac t Club. 

It helps havi4g a Geography 
teacher called (ain Ainslee at 
school who just h•ppens to be one 
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SAILING CB.EBRATION: It's a long road from the dusty township of Kwa Thema to ocean racing in the Cape, but one that Solomon Dipere, Elfas 
Bonginkosi, Brian Mkhwanazi, Golden Moedeza and Owen Mashifane have mastered with distinction. PICTVRE: ALAN TArwR 

of South Africa's top yachtsman. 
He was also the country's top per
former at the Atlanta Olympics 
last year. 

Now they have been placed 
under the wing of maverick solo 
yachtsman, Anthony Steward, the 
first "lunatic" to sail single-handed 
around-the-world on a tiny, Sm 
open boat, who has opened up his 

family home to the boys for sailing 
weekends at Zeekoevlei. 

Steward has a track record of 
development dating back to the 
dark days of the 80s when it was 
not in vogue to teach blacks how 
to sail. 

He had a nasty run in with the 
notorious Bureau of State Security 
who accosted him with threats to 

"stop these disruptive activities" 
and admits he was scared stiff by 
the hostility of burly policemen 
who "knew everything about me 
and meant business". 

The violence of Kwa-Thema 
and nasty policeman are, however, 
a distant memory. 

Today Steward and his crew are 
more concerned with sailing in 

next month's Double Cape race -
a 150km ordeal around the 
respected "Cape of Storms" which 
would be a first rounding of the 
world famous sailing landmark for 
the boys. 

To this end they are trying to 
borrow a boat. · 

We can only wish they good 
luck and Bon Voyage. 


