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Kuttel -
king of 
the seas 
PALE GRANGER 
AND JET VAN EEGHEN 

AFTER 126 miles and 2S 
hours of sailing - having 
rounded the Cape of Storms 
twice on his 20-year-old 
yacht - Ted Kuttel was 
popping the champagne 
corks yesterday with a salty 
smile. 

The 60-year-old former 
Royal Cape Commodore 
had just been announced as 
the provisional winner of 
the Ned~rland sche Club 
Double Cape yacht race on 
his Swede SS, Spilhaus. 'Sev
eral previous atterypts at 
winning the prestigious 
race had only brought him 
four second places. 

Only the week before, . 
the man who has sailed vir
'tually every major local race 
in recent history had won a 
single-handed contest in 
Table Bay. And in January, 
he took line honours in the 
cruising class of the 3600-
mile Cape-to-Rio race. 

His triumph was all the 
more surprising in that 
Spilqaus, a narrow beamed 
yacht, revels in downwind 
conditions and "doesn't 
like beating into slop". 

Kuttel said mostly 
northerly winds had pre
vailed, anything between 0-
13 knots, with "very little 
running but fortunately we 
sailed in very flat water". 

Following Spilhaus 
home on handicap was 
Adamo, a Stadt 44 skip
pered by Neville Marshall, 
and the 3S-foot Corporate 
Affair, skippered by Ian 
Dunt. 

Race favourite Seagoon, 
the brand-new multi-mil
lion rand ILC-46, co-skip
pered by Dave Horwitz and 
Geoff Meek and sailed by a 
crack crew of local stars, 
took line honours in just 
over 22 hours. But she 
failed to feature on PHRF 
handicap. 

It was a victory vindicat
ing a handicap system after 
a history of criticism that 
older yachts have little or 

-ncrt:hance againstfast, new 
designs built to beat the 
rule. 

Kuttel proved that any 
yacht, sailed well with an 
experienced crew - five 
sailors accompanied him, 
including his son, Rijk, and 
70-year-old Cliffie Leigh -
can still bring home the sil
verware regardless of age. 

"We only had a little bit 
ofluCk," Kuttel stressed . 
"We made a decision to tack 
inshore off Hout Bay and 
the breeze held all the way 
to the point. Coming back 
to Royal Cape on the return 
we tacked inshore again, 
and just found enough 
breeze to get home". 

The second tack gave 
Spilhaus a lift which surged 
her ahead of Joe van der 
Westhuizen's Santa Cruz 
SS, Nina. 

"I'm not disappointed at 
not coming first on handi
cap. Big boats like Seagoon 
do well in fast races. It is 
impossible to win when 
you are becalmed with no 
wind," said Meek. 


