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.Double Cape 
race now a 
.royal occasion 
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THE involvement of the Dutch 
Royal family, Cape Point's global 
status as a sailing landmark and the 
participation of top international 
yachtsman have transformed next 
weekend's De Nederlandsche Club 
Double Cape yacht race into a truly 
international classic. 

Uncertainty still exists as to 
whether Crown Prince Willem 
Alexander, arriving shortly to lead 
a trade delegation to South Africa, 
will actually sail the race on the 
defender, the 56-foot Wizard, skip
pered by Jan Reuvers. 

She smashed the record in the 
126-mile race last year, setting a new 
yardstick of 15hr 19min and capped 
her line-honours celebration with a 
dual rare handicap triumph. 

This year, sailing with Reuvers 
will be top Dutch Olympic sailors 
Roy Hainer, who says the prince 
will be on board, and Nick Boll. 

What has been confirmed is 
that Queen Beatrix will be guest of 
honour at the prize-giving (also to 
be attended by 40 Dutch business
men and investors), but organisers 
are still waiting for confirmation 
that her son will indeed be braving 
the Cape of Storms. 

Wizard will not. start the race as 
the favourite, though. That hon
our goes to the brand-new lLC-46 
Seagoon, skippered by Geoff Meek. 
She not onl y rates as the most 
high-tech racing yacht yet built in 
South Africa, but also as the vessel 
set to lead the way as South 
Africa's big boat at next year 's 
Admiral's Cup in Britain. 

Following an acrimonious 
protest session at the recent Lipton 
Cup, there is likely to be little love 
lost between Meek and Reuvers. 

Reuvers is banking on a hair
raising 25-30 knots to usurp the 
four-ton li ghter rival, which he 
concedes will be decisively quicker 
if it is a light-air affair. 

Setting sail simultaneously 
from five different yacht clubs 
(Royal Cape, Hout Bay False Bay, 
Defence and Gordon 's Bay), a 
recordl.00-strong ffeet is expecte 
to pursue an enticing new trophy 
- a model of the Drommedaris, 
the sailing ship which landed Jan 
van Riebeeck at the Cape in 1652. 

While entries only close on Fri
day, two-star-handicap contenders 
already committed are the exciting 
Mount Gay 30's Hot Ice, skippered 
by Ken Pollard, and Just Barbi, 
owned by Health & Racquet direc
tor Peter Gardener. 

New initiatives for the race has 
brought five young Britons to 
South Africa under the Inter 
Action Trust banner sponsored by 
the Prince's Trust, British Airways 
and British Telkom for involve
ment in peer training. 

They will be working with 
nine disadvantaged children from 
Simon 's Town, who will all be 
sailing the race and are being 
trained for employment in the 
maritime industry. 

With international race status a 
prime goal, the race will also intro
duce the" Africa's Cup" as a side
line contest to the main event. 
Modelled upon the illustrious 
America's Cup, the event will fea
ture a sailing contest between 
South Africa and The Netherlands. 
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