
._, 'j Q--tL tk-

(~:.!:u.~~.~!~ng ~~~,~~~tt!~~~.~~n} 
Office 23 , 2nd Floor, 57 Pine Street, Durban, 4001 

Phone 370403 Fax 374307 Telegraphic Address: "NEWSCUT" 

Date ~ § g~~ 199E 
CAPE 1 ib\"~ 

STORMY SEAS: False Bay's Daly's Insurance (foreground), co-skippered by six-time regatta winners Chris King and Rick Nankin, sail a 720-degree circle in strong winds and rough seas 
at the Lipton Cup in Table Bay yesterday. Sailing clea~ is Rsh Hoek's Super Diamond (Mike Collier), left, and Theewaterkloofs Home Choice (George Amoils). PfC1VRE: DI 
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Masterful Meek set for victory 
DALE GBANGER c ')'d "'~"e~ 

G/•/'111' 
MASTER yachtsman Geoff Meek 
took Herinanus Yacht Club into an 
almost unassailable lead yesterday 
in their quest to win the Lipton Cup 
for the first time. 

With huge Sm swells dwarfing 
the tiny L-26 yachts and a ferocious 
15-20 knot northerly wind howling 
over Table Bay, Meek executed 
another superb start to lead the 20-
s tro ng fleet at the first weather 
mark. It was his third race victory of 
the regatta on Africa Glass in four 
starts. · 

Moments before rounding the 
mark, the heavy-weather capabili
ties of his crew was called on when 
British Admiral's Cup foredeck 
hand, Richard Smith, had to scale 
the mast of the yacht to secure a 
topping lift flying uncontrollably. 

"No one else would have gone up 
... it's not very stable up there," said · 
Meek, describing how Smith's weight 
had the yacht dose to oipslzing. 

With the acumen of a natural 
fireman, Smith calmly slid down 
and, task completed, the yacht 
righted itself. He was unfazed by the 
fuss - simply "another day at the 
office;'. 

The benefit to Hermanus was 
that they were able to gybe and 
hoist the spinnaker for the down
wind leg with few wor,ies. Whii,e 
astern, Royal Cape's MBS Cha'l- · 
lenger (Dave Hudson and Greg 
Davis) and False Bay's Daly's Insur
ance (Chris King and Rick Nankin) 
were locked in a tenacious battle for 
second spot. 

Memories of the bitter three-

hour protest the two had fought the 
night before were still fresh; Further 
drama unfurled when a huge swell 
swayed the buoy, causing Royal 
Cape to collide with it and, in turn, 
False Bay to collide with them. 

To atone for their "sins" Royal 
Cape had to sail a 360 deg turn and 
the hapless False Bay a 720 - all 
while Meek was extending his lead. 

False Bay went from bad to worse, 
slumping to their worst result to date . 
by finishing sixth. Royal Cape, though, 
regrouped and fought back to second 
before losing out on the last beat to 
unclerra1ed Fish Hoek entry Super Dia
mond, skippered by Mike O:lllier. 

The permanent smile Meek has 
sported all week was' eyen wider after
wards. He couldn't resist wipding up 
his chief rivals, Royal Cape and False 
Bay, saying: "It looked like a bit of a 
grudge match out there." 

King was not amused. "Whatev
er happened, we gave it to him 
(Meek) on a plate," he said of the 
unfinished "business" between his 
team and Royal Cape. 

Enjoying a decisive 5,5 point lead 
over Royal Cape with just two races 
remaining, Meek has to record a sec
ond and a third to clinch the cup, if 
Royal Cape win both races. 

Hudson refuses to concede defeat, 
pointing out that four years ago Davis 
won three races but still did not win 
the regatta. Six years ago Hudson 
clinched three firsts, a second and a 
third, but was blown out by a disas
trous sixth race. 

~ Davis's task is simple. "We've got 
to go out and win both races." 

Somehow the feeling is that 
Meek can only lose it now. 


