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Protest wipes out top Lipton 
crew's chances of winning 
BARRY TYSON 

IN a dramatic turn at the Lipton 
Cup regatta in Table Bay one of 
the pre-race favourites, East Lon
don Yacht Club, was disqualified 
from the opening race after a 
protest meeting last night. 

The lack of points from yester
day's race effectively ends the 
chances of John Sheppard's young 
team of winning the country's pre
mier regatta. The team, who fin- · 
ished second last year, was pro
visionally awarded fifth position 
before the prote'!lt from Point 
Yacht Club (Bruce Savage) was 
heard. 

Olympic skipper Savage 
claimed the East London boat 
Thomair/Daikin, which was the 
tacking boat, had failed to keep 
clear of the Durban entry Ford 
Falcon '(which was forced to take 
avoiding action) and the protest 
committee must have thought long 
and hard before disqualifying one 

GEOFF MEEK 
Master tactician 

of the country's most promising 
young crews. 

At the front of the fleet it was 
master tactician Geoff Meek, rac
ing iii this regatta for only the 
second 'time in 13 years, who led 
from start to finish . 

Co-skippering Hermanus' 
Africa Glass, Meek and Martin 
Schultz were never threatened 
by the chasing pack, which includ
ed Royal Cape (Greg Davis and 
Dave Hudson) in second place 
and Michael Gile::. vf Poi t Eliza
beth in third spot. 

Six-time winners Chris King 
and Rick Nankin on False Bay's 
Dalys Insurance finished fourth 
after they were slowed by a piece 
of kelp which lodged itself under 
the bow of their boat on the final 
run of the rectangular course. 

Meek was cautious about his 
opening victory and warned tliat 
conditions would make each race 
highly competitive. "In Saldanha 
(where the race has been held 
for the last three years) the boat 
which got ahead at the start had a 
relatively easy time of staying 
there because of the constant 
wind. Conditions here vary and 
there are nine competitors which 
have the boat speed to win." 


