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Skipper quits fight to sail Cape tb Rio race 

I 

, Daily Dispatch Correspondent 
I . , 

CAPE TOWN - Swedish skipper Ludde Ing· 
vall, banned from entering his yacht, Nico
rette, in the Rothmans Cape-to-Rio race be
duse it is sponsored by a product which 
ht lps people stop smoking, has ftnally given 
up the ftght to take part. 

'lngvall, winner of the prestigious Fastnet 
race in Britain last month said from on 
board the Nicorette in the Mediterranean 
yesterday: "It is too late for me to ftnd an
other sponsor. I took one and a half years to 
ftnd sponsorship, to sail in the Rio race I 
must leave for Cape Town in three weeks. 

,"Jt is very unfair. I'm surprised Rothmans 
considers us to be in conftict with their 
product. I've been sailing against tobacco-

sponsored yachts for years and it had never 
been a problem." 

The University of Cape Town's Depart
ment of Community Health said in a state
ment yesterday it was "disgraceful" that the 
tobacco sponsorship of the Rio race should 
lead to the withdrawal of a competitor. 

A National Council Against Smoking 
spokesman, Dr Yussuf Saloojee, said the 
race organisers had displayed "the ethics of 
a cash register" by discarding traditional 
sporting values like fairness and open com
petition for commercial gain. 

The Cruising Association of South Africa 
(CASA) secretary, Mr Eric Wells, said yes
terday Mr Saloojee had written to the asso
ciation to complain about the decision. 

"I have replied and said that it will be dis· 
cussed by the organising committee at their 
next meeting on September 21. It is only the 
name which is unacceptable," Mr Wells 
said. 

Mr Eric Bongers, the co-chairman of the 
association, said he would comment on the 
matter next week. Another association co
chairmail, Mr John Levin, was unavailable 
for comment. 

A Rothmans spokesman said earlier that 
the decision had nothing to do with the com· 
pany and referred comment to CASA. 

When lngvall entered the Rio race in 
January he had had no problem. After 
months of preparation, he was told he had to 
ftnd another name, or could not take part. 


