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J J Provoyeur 
slips to third 

By DALE GRANGER 
SOUTH AFRICAN J J Provoyeur sustained a painful 
neck injury in an on-deck incident which has seen 
him drop from second to third place in the BOC 
Challenge around-the-world yacht race. 

On Saturday, Provoyeur was on the deck of Ben Vio 
when the Class One (60-foot) yacht suddenly lurched 
into an unexpected gybe, and the Capetonian was 
caught around the neck by a mainsheet. 

He told race officials that he was having difficulty 
swallowing, experienced extreme pain and was 
forced to slow his boat to three knots to apply medical 
attention to his injury and then rest. 

Yesterday, however, single-handed sailor Pro
voyeur's message was: "I am feeling fine." He was 
managing six knots at 26 52 N and 051 49 W, but was a 
mammoth 202 miles astern of Isabelle Autissier on 
Ecureuil Poitou Charantes 2. 

The flying Frenchwoman is sprinting away at the 
head of the fleet at 22 59 N and 050 31 W - an 
awesome 189 mlles~o seeond-placed Briton 
Mark Gatehouse on Queen Anne's Battery. 

Autissier still has 5 205 miles left to sail to the end 
of the first leg at Cape Town. Yesterday she was 
sailing at eight knots, the third fastest boat in the 
race, with her compatriot, Jean Luc van den Beede, at 
10 knots, in fourth place on Vendee Enterprises, and 
Gatehouse pushing his boat to 9.5 knots. 

South African Class Two entry Neal Petersen on 
100 Reserve arrived in Bermuda on Saturday to effect 
repairs to his broken forestay. He is working around 
the clock to rejoin the race tomorrow. 

Autissier apart, the performance of Class Two (40-
50 foot) leader Giovanni Soldini, sailing Kodak, has 
taken the race by storm. Yesterday, the young sailor 
was effectively in second place overall, 157 miles 
astern of Autissier, but a huge 145 miles ahead of the 
second-placed Class Two boat, True Blue, skippered 
by Australian David Adams. 
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