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SA sailor 
suffers 
setback in 
BOC race 

By DALE GRANGER 
SOUTH African single
handed sailor Neal Pe
tersen was last night 
limping towards the Ca
ribbean to effect repairs 
to his damaged yacht, 
Protect Our Seali fe , 
which had su st a in e d 
broken rigging just two 
days after the start of the 
BOC Challenge round
the-world race. 

The Capetonian's only 
message to race head
quarters was : "I am 
heading to Bermuda for 
repairs to my forestay. I 
can't manage at sea to 
establish exactly what 1 has been broken, but my f 
estimated time of arrival 
in Bermuda is in three 
days' time, and I hope ~ 
that repairs can be made 
within 48 hours." 

Petersen was in sev
enth position among the 
11 Class Two en trie s 
with 6 358 miles left to 
sail to Cape Town· when 
he send his message. 

South Africa 's only 
other entry in the race, 
J J Provoyeur (Ben Vio), 
was last night eighth in 
the Class One fleet with 
6 168 miles remaining 
and 105 miles astern of 
the lead e r , American 
sailor Steven Pettengill 
(Hunter's Child). 

Hunter's Child was 
only five miles ahead of 
Frenchman Jean Luc 
van den Heede's Vendee 
Enterprises , and 16 
miles away from defend
ing champion Chri s
tophe Auguin 's Sceta 
Calberson. The latter 
was followed by Ameri
can David Scully 
(Coyote) and Isabel le 
Autissier (Ecureuil Poi
tou Charantes 2). 

Australian David Ad
ams (True Blue) led the 
Class Two fleet with 
6 161 miles left to reach 
Cape Town. He held a 
comfortable lead over 
compatrio t Alan Ne
bauer (Newcastle Aus
tralia), who was 43 miles 
of the pace when he re
ported his position. 
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