
Seaboots and sponsorship no longer go together 
IN THE last few weeks the controver
sial subject of sponsorship has again 
raised its ugly head in different circum
stances. 

I believe that the individual sponsor
· ship of yachtsmen has ruined the sport t of sailing, and until yachtsmen get 
their minds around this problem, they 
will be the ultimate losers. 

One Durban skipper in the Mauritius 
to Durban race which starts on Satur
day, September 17, told me he had bat
tled to tlnd crew for the race among his 
regular crew. 

To a man their first question was 
"what's in it for me from the sponsor?" 
When the answer was an emphatic 
zero, these crewmen were unavailable. 

Fortunately the skipper concerned 
cast his net wider and was able to tlnd 
quality crew in Cape Town who were 
more interested in the experience to be 
gained and the thrill of crossing an 
ocean, than who was going to fund 
them. 

The losers are the crew who have 
turned down an amazing opportunity 
which would have literally cost them 
the price of a one-way ticket to 
Mauritius. 
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On the wind 
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It is not only the attitude of the crew 

which is disturbing, but also that of 
some owners and skippers who refuse 
to compete in events "unless someone 
sponsors me". This is the very reason 
why there are only 12 entries in this ex
citing race. 

It is time these yachtsmen came to 
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terms with reality and realised that the 
golden days of sponsorship are long 
gone. If they do not change their atti
tude they may as well hang up their 
sea boots. 

I would like to see our sailing admin
istrators take a lead from the Austra
lians who discourage and sometimes 
outlaw individual sponsorship events, 
and rather encourage sponsors to place 
their money with the national author
ity for the event sponsorship so that all 
yachtsmen and the sport as a whole 
benent. 

If this was the case in this country, 
there would have been sufficient funds 
for the Mauritius to Durban race to 
continue as a high profile event, rather 
than the race having to rely on the 
Point Yacht Club to use its limited re
sources to fund it. 

The PYC deserves every accolade for 
taking the decision to continue the 
race despite there being no overall 
sponsor. I hope those individual 
yachtsmen who have previously taken 
sponsors' money and not delivered the 
goods rot in their seaboots. 

The two Durban teams in the Lipton 
Cup did not perform that well, both ti-

naiiy ending up tied in ninth place. Ru
mour has it the University guys used 
this year's event for training, and plan 
a major assault on the R500 000 Lipton 
Cup next year. 

This in itself is good news, and let's 
hope other Natal clubs follow suit. But, 
unless they start their campaigns pret
ty smartly, they will again be also-rans. 

Ian Ainslie has made an exceptional
ly good start to his preparations for the 
1996 Olympics by finishing fourth in 
the Canadian Olympic Classes Regatta 
(CORK) in Kingston, Ontario. 

Generously assisted by the Mediter
ranean Shipping Company who 
shipped him and boat to the USA at no 
charge, Ainslie entered the Finn din
ghy class as an unknown with the old
est boat in the fleet. He soon earned the 
respect of fellow competitors after he 
won two races, and challenged serious
ly for one of the top three places. 

His quest for a medal ended with a 
capsize in the final race when he was 
lying second. 
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