
The 15,4m yacht Martell, skippered by -single-handed sailor John Martin and 
owned by businessman Noel Fensham, is lifted out of the water with its 4-ton keel 
missing in Durban harbour yesterday. Picture by RICHARD CROCKETT 

John Martin loses 4-ton keel 
A 40KG winch flew about the 
galley of the 15,4m yacht 
Martell, skippered by John 
Martin, when the boat's 4-ton 
lead keel broke off at the 
weekend, ending his hopes of 
winning the Mauritius to Dur
ban yacht race. 

Race favourite Martin, and · 
an inexperienced crew of 
three, were sailing to Mauri
tius from Cape Town· for the 
start of the race on September 
17 when disaster struck early 
on Saturday. 

Interviewed yesterday in 
Durban harbour, where the 
yacht was ·lifted out of the 
water for inspection, a bitterly 
disappointed Martin said they 

By Kevin O'Grady 
were "lucky no ope was mak
ing breakfast at the time or 
they would be dead". 

The boat's lifting keel broke 
off - "probably because of 
metal fatigue" - and the 
winch used to .raise it flew 
around the galley, smashing 
the sink and cracking the cab
in roof. 

The problem started on Fri
day night when a mechanism 
holding the keel in place was 
damaged and the keel started 
working loose. 

Martin immediately turned 
the yacht around, lowered the 
sails and headed back to Dur-

ban under power. ~~ l.J 
He contacted the National '>.)-

Sea Rescue Institute for help. < \~ _ 
Its rescue boat -reached the '...> ~n~~ 
Martell 73 miles south-east of \ 
Durban early on Saturday I n r-:.. /IJ 
and took it under tow. ~ - ' 1 

"I was down in the cabin 
thanking them when there 
was this almighty explosion 
as the keel broke loose and 
the winch crashed through its 
housing,'' said Martin. 

He praised his rookie crew 
- Kalk Bay surfer John 
Steenkamp, British tourist 
Richard Baker and retired 
civil engineer Jimmy Boswell 
- for the calm way they react
ed to the potential disaster. ..... ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-.....,, ...... ~~~~~~~~~~ 


