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Race officials set for 
marathon yacht watch 

By TOSH LEVETT-
HARDING 

CAPE POINT race officials will 
battle to keep their eyes open for 
48 hours while monitoring one of 
the most gruelling yacht races in 
the country this weekend. 

Keeping a watchful eye on the 
80-strong First Bowring Double 
Cape fleet from an isolated spot 
in Cape Point Nature Reserve 
will be Eric Wells, chairman of 
the race committee. 

Wells , recently appointed 
secretary of the Cruising Associa
tion of South Africa in 6Teen 
Point, will get little more than an 
occasional doze in the 48 hours 
allotted for the 133-mile race 
which will start at 6pm on Friday 
and finish around midday on Sun
day. 

But Wells is an old hand at the 
procedure, having done it six 
times before. Ironically, though, 
he has only sailed in one of the 
previous 11 Double Cape races 
and each year vows to be out with 
the starters the next time around. 

The yachts will start from their 
respective home ports, Table 
Bay, Hout Bay, False Bay and 
Gv£dcu's Es:,.· ~!"! d. fc !!0 '.v an ?.nti· 
clockwise course around the Pen
insula that will take them past 
Cape Point twice to finish at their 
own port. Part of Wells's job will 
be to ensure that each yacht 
makes radio contact with the 
bridge vessel when rounding the 
turning marks in Table Bay, Hout 
Bay, False Bay and Gordon's Bay. 

Lonely post 
This year Wells will have an 

assistant - Richard Austin, a re
tired director of First Bowring 
which initiated sponsorship of 
the popular race. 

Austin will be flying to Cape 
Town for the event and will join 
Wells at his lonely post. 

Also part of the monitoring 
team will be Philip and Gill Bar
ratt - well known in yachting 
administration circles. 

"Fortu11ately Phil is a marvel
lous cook and always manages to 
cook up !'omething delightful for 
us. Lunct. on Saturday will be the 
highlight when guests of our 
sponsor ·~ome to Cape Point to 
join us," Wells said. 

But it is largely because of 
Wells's commitment and stamina 
that the ·):ace has been compara
tively tn.uble-free since it was 
introduced 12 years ago. 

Anxious wives 
Positio!'l updates of each of the 

boats ar1~ fed to race control at 
regular intervals throughout the 
race from the bridge boats in 
Table Bay, Hout Bay, Simon's Bay 
and Gordon's Bay right until the 
last yachts get home on Sunday. 

"I never shut down until I know 
that everyone is safely at base or 
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has abandoned the race, for what
ever reason, somewhere along 
the course. 

"It's nice to be able to reassure 
anxious wives and girlfriends 
who phone to check on the yachts' 
progress." 

A regular check on weather 
conditions from the lighthouse 
radio room also enables race con
trol to alert contestants to unex
pected changes. 

"In extremely bad weather we 
issue warnings to smaller boats 
which can save them a lot of dam
age and discomfort," said Wells. 

The success of the popular race 
can be seen in its growing popu
larity among Peninsula yacht 
clubs and the increasing number 
of entries. 

"This is what yachting is all 
about - camaraderie and friend
ship," Wells said. 

/ 


