
Durban results 'disappointing' 
THE top Durban team who con
tested the 1992 Joko Lipton Cup 
in Hout Bay returned home this 
week disappointed with their over
all result but happy with their 
campaign effort. The Point Yacht 
Club entry MMI Mazda finished 
fourth overall in the 19-strong 
fleet behind Zeekouvlei, Hout Bay 
and Royal Cape. 

Team manager Ernie Shaw said 
yesterday: "The guys sailed well, 
putting in a lot of effort and 
MMI Mazda's boatspeed was 
equal to that of the rest of the 
fleet. It was really bad starting in 
some races that put the crew 
under immediate pressure and 
which probably cost us the cup. 
This, plus making a couple of tac
tical errors and some bad luck in 
missing a couple of major wind
shifts. 

"We have a lot of work to do if 
we are to recapture the Lipton 
Cup and are looking at increased 
commitment and more attention 
to the finer details of the cam
paign taking a more long term 
view. 

"The Zeekouvlei crew for in
stance have been sailing together 
for over four years and this was 

reflected in their excellent boat. 
I'll be submitting a full report 
with recommendations on the 
campaign to the PYC this week." 

The other Durban yachts to 
compete in the Joko Lipton Cup 
were Galactica of Royal Natal 
which was sixth overall and Cape 
St Lucia of Durban Defence 
which was 16th. 

DOD 
SUNSET next Friday will see the 
start of the First Bowring Double 
Cape Race, a unique event in that 
the fleet will start simultaneously 
from four different yacht clubs 
around the Cape Peninsula. The 
yachts will race past Cape Point 
twice and then finish at their re-

spective yacht clubs, a distance of 
some 133 nautical miles. Clubs 
competing are: Gordon's Bay, 
Hout Bay, False Bay and Royal 
Cape. Current favourite for the 
race among the 70-strong fleet is 
Indigo - formerly Club Mykonos 
- with Geoff Meek at the helm. 

DOD 
THERE are currently five yachts 
of the new Whitbread 60 class 
under construction and one on the 
water for the Whitbread Round 
The World Race which starts off 
Southampton next September. 
Sailing in Hawaii at the moment 
is Yamaha representing a New 
Zealand/Japan syndicate while in 
various stages of completion are: 
Brooksfield (Italy), Dolphin Cir
cumnavigation Project (GB), Gali
cia '93 (Spain), Odessa 200 
(US/Ukraine) and Hetman Sahai
dachnyi (Ukraine). 

Other yachts under construc
tion for the race are the maxis 
New Zealand Endeavour, Merit 
and La Poste. 

ODD 
A TOP British yacht with strong 
handicap claims to win the 1993 
Rothmans Cape-to-Rio yacht race 
is being shipped to South Africa 

by two Johannesburg business
men. 

The 13,7m yacht, renamed Zest 
for the race, and designed by in
ternationally renowned British 
naval architect Ed Dubois, bas a 
long list of victories from major 
races around the world during the 
past seven years. 

Zest will be skippered by Mo
naco-based South African yachts
man Tim Jordaan in the popular 
3 600-mile trans-Atlantic race 
which starts off Cape Town on 
January 9. The race follows a 
trade wind course via Ilha de 
Trlndade to finish in Rio in time 
for carnival. 

Johannesburg businessmen 
James Blakemore and Simon 
Benett of Zest Electric Motors, 
say they are banking on the yacht 
In their quest to realise a "long
standing obsession to take handi
cap honours in the Rothmans 
Cape-to-Rio race". 

The yacht, which campaigned 
in European and Atlantic races 
under the names Spartan and 
Pocket Battleship, is currently 
undergoing a complete IMS modi
fication specially designed by 
Dubois. 


