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CONFIDENT FAVOURITES ... The crew members of Cape Town's legenda..Y 65-foot downwind fl er Coldc 
before Saturd ' · · • , av 888, ave Abromowitz, Dr 
1'uueJ . • I I , e ode, arent Sender and Rob Sharpe. Coldcor slumped to 15th place on handicap 
on Monday, but in an amazing 24-hour run of 188 knots in light airs climbed back to third place yesterday. She leads the fleet handsomely in 

the race for \line-honours with just over 1 000 miles left to go. Picture: R08ERT D'AVICE 

e YACHTING 

SA entry for America's Cup 
no more than a pipe-dream 
IF Geoff Meek, currently skipper
ing Coldcor in the Crystie Beach
comber Crossing from Mauritius 
to Durban, was to be given R40-
million to sail an official South 
African entry in the America's 
Cup, would he be able to defeat 
Dennis Conner and Co for world 
yachting's premier prize? 

On paper there is no reason to 
doubt that Meek, one of the 
world 's best round-the-buoys 
yachtsmen and rated by many as 
South Africa's top sailor, would 
be extremely competitive - and 
could even return triumphant -

. but under the current local eco
nomic climate the chances of a 
South African team sailing in the 
prestigious match-racing regatta 
is still a pipe-dream. 

The reality of mounting serious 
campaigns to win ' major ocean 
races is that it is an extremely 

. expensive business. 
A total of 18 yachts - more 

than double the number of the 
1989 race - are currently fight
ing for victory in the Crystie 
Beachcomber Crossing, and the 
state of South African yac}\ting 
still looks extremely healthy. 

Greg Davis, skipper of AMC 
Classic Challenger, said in Grand 
Baie last week that the cost of his 
first attempt had amounted to 
about R300 000. . 

But before. that, Padda Kuttel 
cited lack of sponsorship as one 

, of the reasons for the withdrawal 
of the 65-foot Bossanova. 

And Dave Abromowitz only 
clinched a five-figure sponsor-

ship for Coldcor's Crystie Beach
comber campaign eight days be
fore the start of the race - after 
he had seriously considered 
withdrawing the downwind flyer. 

It seems likely that the Cruis
ing Association of South Africa 
(CASA) could opt for local yachts
men to compete in the Cape-to
Rio race every four years and the 
Crystie Beachcomber in between. 

This would make it a lot easier 
for South Africans to compete in 
both races, although CASA is yet 
to discuss the proposal. 

Part of the appeal is that, theo
retically at least, every yacht in 
the race has a chance of winning 
the IMS handicap honours, but 
there are two flaws in the system 
which the mathematicians still 
have to overcome. 

The first is that the IMS system 
does not take into account the 
wave action of the seas. AMC 
Classic Challenger, for example, 
could surf the smaller waves 
better than Coldcor, the Sover
eign 54 Moonpath or even the 43-
foot Shandrani if the space be
tween the swells are small. 

Coldcor could, however, blast 
into Durban in ferocious north
east winds and wait for the rest of 
the fleet as the wind changes to a 
beating westerly. 

The IMS system has no way of 
adjusting Coldcor's advantage to 
the rest although, if the winds 
were reversed, the system could 

, work against Coldcor as well. 
One of the fascinating battles 

emerging in this race, however, is 
the no-holds-barred showdown 

between Shandrani, skippered 
by Ian Martin, and the Durban 
entry, Moonpath, skippered by 
Iain Park-Ross. 

Park-Ross was the driving force 
in the victory of the L-34 Close 
Again in the last race and pushed 
his crew to 24 hours at a time 
without sleep. 

Beneath the stars and under 
the threat of broaching, they 
were also racing the yacht on the 
limit in roaring 45-knot down
wind gales. The crew were shin
ing torches on to the spinnaker 
from the foredeck to aid the 
steering of the yacht 

Only one mile currently sepa
rates Moonpath from Shandrani 1 

and Martin's could yet eat his 
own pre-race words that it was 
"impossible" for his 43-foot entry 
to beat the racer-cruiser, 11 feet 
longer on her waterline. 

•Hout Bay Yacht Club must be 
eagerly looking forward to this 
year's Rothmans Week after Cin
zano Tiziano's PHRF handicap 
victory in last week's First Bowr
ing Double Cape race. 

Club Commodore Arthur Vink 
can now add another trophy to 
the cabinet barely a few weeks 
after Judron's victory in the Lip
ton Cup regatta. Cinzano Tiziano 
started the race from Royal Cape 
and was 11th over the line in a 
time of just over 28 hours. 

The line-honours victor was 
Royal Cape Yacht Club's Corum, 
skippered by Jan Reuvers. . 

She led all the way from the 
start and crossed the line after 18 
hours 21 minutes. 
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