
Looking for the wind ... Ian Martin, standing before the mast on his 43-footer 
Shandranl, reflects the boredom and frustration that began creeping Into the 
Crystle Beachcomber Crossing fleet as It laboured In light winds for the first three 
days of the 1 600 nautical-mile race from Mauritius to Durban. Yesterday, there 
were signs that Martin's search was over, as the wind began to pick up. Just south 
of Madagascar, the three line honours leaders, Coldcor, Shandranl and Moonpath, 

felt the benefits of wind speeds of up to 30 knots. 

Favourite. 
picks up 
fine wind 
Coldcor, by virtue 

ay ahead of the 'D'uittiill 
chcomber Ctossnt 

fleet, benefited by picking 
up some fine wind yester
day while the bulk of the 
fleet had still to move out 
of zones where the wind 
has been light , writes 
Dave Beattie. 

The race favourite and 
recordholder, skippered 
by Dave Abromowitz and 
Geoff Meek, found a 30-
knot north-easter to sweep 
them along. In a 24-hour 
period Coldcor covered 
244 miles to establish a 
lead of 154 miles on sec
ond-placed Shandrani. 

But it was not all plain 
sailing on Coldcor, with 
two crew m~mbers injur
ing themselyes. Fortuna
tely, one crew member, 
Russel Hide, is a doctor, 
and he patched up a head 
wound. 

However, all is well ac
cording to Abromowitz. 
He said: "Both men are 
fine and back on watch." 

Shandrani, skippered by 
Ian Martin, had the next 
best run with 212 miles, 
opening up a five-mile 
lead over Iain Park-Ross's 
Moon path. 

However, the two Re
union yachts, 12 du BTP 
(Alain le Corre) and UFA 
(Christian Pernes) still 
lead on handicap. Coldcor 
is third, and Greg Davis's 
AMC Classic Challenger 
fourth. 

The latest handicap po
sitions are: 
1 12 du BTP (Reunion), 2 UFA (Re
union). 3 Coldcor (SA). 4 AMC Classic 
Cha llenger (SA). 5 MSC Donna Mia 
(SA). 6 Deja Vu (SA), 7 AFI Fibregiass 
Warrior (SA). 8 Shandrani (SA). 9 Sub
urban Hardware (SA), 10 Moonpath 

,(SA). 
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