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American Mike Plant leads at the start of the BOC Challenge in Newport from South African John Martin 
(extreme left) and Australian Kanga Birtles (centre). However. Martin soon took the lead in this around the world 

yacht race. - Reuter 

Martin takes earlv lead in world race .... 
HERALD 

CORRESPONDENT 
CAPE TOWN - South Afri
ca's John Martin, sailing his 
radical hi-tech racer Allied 
Bank, went into an early 
lead yesterday in the 1990-
91 BOC Challenge single
handed race around the 
world. 

The 27 000 nautical-mile 
race started from Newport. 
Rhode Island, on Saturday. 

A front that brought 
squalls some 80 minutes be
fore the start quickly 
cleared and hundreds of 
spectator craft turned out 
to witness the opening 
.;tages of the first, 6 800-
mile leg to Cape Town 
which Martin, in Tuna Ma
rine Voortrekker II , won in 
42 days in the 1986-87 BOC 
Challenge. 

The Springbok aims to 
complete the leg in 39 days 
this time. 

American Mike Plant, in 
Duracell, led the 24-boat 
fleet out of Narragansett 
Bay, Newpor t, on Saturday, 
closely followed by Martin 
who, by early yesterday. 
had overtaken him. 

Martin was followed by 
the two .Japanese skippers 
in the race. Yukoh Tada 
and Minoru Saito, sailing 
side-by-side. 

The position of Bertie 
Reed, South Africa ·s other 
entrant in the race - he is 
sa iling the su per maxi 
Grinaker - was not clear 
in the early position reports 
received yesterday. 

It was also not clear 
where the favourite for top 
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1 ppe Jeantot. in Credit 
Agricole IV. was lying. 
Jeantot. like Reed, is a 
third-time veteran of the 
BOC Challenge. which he 
won overall in 1983-84 (with 
Reed second). 

American Paul Thacka
berry's Volcano became 
the first casually of the 
1990-91 race when the 50-
footer shed its rudder with
in an hour of the noon start. 
The boat was towed back to 
Newport for repairs. 

The latest weather fore
east for the race suggests 
hat Hurricane lsidore . 

moving north-east of Ber
muda. is unlikely to inter
fere with the predicted 
tracks of the BOC Chal
lenge fleet. 

However. 40-knot winds 
ind torrential thunder-

storms threatened to ruin 
the noon start of the BOC 
Challenge on Saturday and 
competitors can expect 
that and much more 
throughout their passage on 
the seven-month race that 
stops first at Cape Town 
and thereafter at Sydney 
and Punta del Este before 
returning to Newport 
.;ometime next April. 


