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Hout Baye-rs drift on regardless 
By Dave Beattie 

ABOARD THE MEIRING 
NAUDE - We keep bumping 
into these jolly chaps from 
the Republic of Hout Bay in 
their much modified yacht 
called the Spirit of Strebel. 

Back in Grande Baie, 
Mauritius, Stuart Murray's 
boat was a conventional Bal
tic 42. But midway through 
the Crystie Beachcomber 
Crossing from Mauritius to 
Durban, Spirit of Strebel lost 
the top section of her mast. 

When the CSIR's Meiring 
Naudc, guardship to the race 
fleet, came across her, she'd 
been jury-rigged with two 
foresails - one serving as a 
mainsail - pushing her in the 
general direction of distant 
Durban. The happy-go-lucky 
Hout Bayers were unper
turbed, asking only for some 
diesel fuel - just in case -

and some beers. 
The order of priority was 

not established before Spirit 
of Strebel limped off again 
replenished. 

Yesterday morning v.-e met 
again: she, this time, dressed 
in only one sail. The beers, ap
parently, were holding out. 
The fuel was not. So more tins 
of diesel were floated over to 
her and, once more, Spirit dis
appeared just after daybreak 
on a cold, wet day. 

Down below, in the warmth 
of the Meiring Naude saloon 
another splendid breakfast 
prepared by m'Bondi, other
wise known as "James" or 
"007", was waiting. 

In mid-morning, Captain 
George Foulis led a short 
church service, and then "007" 
struck again with roast chick
en for lunch. And after such 

fare, what else but a post
lunch nap and, later in the af
ternoon, tea and cake. All that 
was missing was the family 
- and the Sunday papers. 

Oh, and the race? Well the 
line honours have been decid
ed. 

While the Meiring Naude 
still has about 350 miles to go 
to Dµrban, Get More Fun and 
half a dozen of the other big 
yachts are safely home. 

Out here, there are still two 
things to be decided: the win
ner of the special heavy dis 
placement category, and the 
overall winner on handicap. 

Of the yachts already in 
Durban, Swimlion, which was 
seventh across the line, still 
has a chance of adding the 
overall handicap honours to 
her laurels. As matters stand, 
she is fourth. 


