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Drama on the high seas 
DURBAN - It's been 24 
hours of dra ma in the 
fiercely contested Crystie 
Beachcomber Crossing 
with one boat being dis
masted, another almost 
sunk_ by a- whale and an 
emergency transfer of a 
woman sailor who broke 
a rib in rough seas. 

The dismasted yacht is 
Spirit of Strebel, sk ip
pered by Stuart Murray 
and billed as an entry 
from the " Republic cf 
Hout Bay". 

Her crew fixed a 
makeshift jury rig and 
she managed to sail to 
the guard ship Meiring 
Naude and rec ei ve 
enough diesel to motor 
back to Durban. 

A crew member of the 
a ll -girl Bra by's team, 
Daphne Dober man, was 
t ransferred to the Meir-

ing Naude after she had 
slipped in the cabin and 
broke a rib while the boat 
was beating into rough 
seas. 

Further drama was re
ported last night when a 
huge whale leapt into the 
air alongside the SADF
c rewed boat Cart-Ad , 
c ausing a tremendous 
splash and much anxiety 
among the crew. No-one 
was injured but if the 
whale had landed on the 
boat or hi t it, the 12 m 
racer almost certainly 
would have sunk. 

Meanwhile, most of the 
fleet were becalmed last 
night after a torrid day's 
sailing into blus t er y 
headwinds and a vicious, 
choppy sea , and there 
have been several 
changes in the overall po
sitions. 

The L34s are still in a 
c ommanding position 
with Close Again regain
ing her position as handi
cap leader followed by 
Spar Sunseeker, Vuarnet 
Roulette , AFI Warrior, 
and Suburban Hardware. 

A spokesman for Vuar
net Roulette , Richard 
Crockett, said they too 
had had little sleep as 
both watches had been on 
duty to make the most of 
" milking every puff of 
breeze". 

Line honours positions 
remain the same with the 
maxi Get More Fun still 
"flying" ahead with only 
320 nautical miles to Dur
ban. She is expected to 
cross the finishing line at 
about 5 pm today 
weather permitting. 
Sa pa. 


