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Major tactical decision 
for Crossing yachts 
DURBAN - Yachts taking the more southerly route as 
they prepare to round the notorious southern tip of Mada· 
gascar in the Crystie Beachcomber Crossing are having a 
torrid time battling 35·knot winds and huge seas. 

The fleet Is now starting to split as they face the first 
major tactical decision of the race from Mauritius to 
Durban - how close to hug the tip. 

And as th~ Durban-re3istered maxi Get More Fun in
creased her overnight lead by almost 60 nautical miles, the 
smaller boats who have opted to give treacherous shallows 
off Madagascar a wide berth are, ironically, taking the 
worst battering. 

David Cox, skipper of Credit Guarantee Solar Wind, 
among the more southerly boats, said in a radio-telephone 
interview that they had had "continuous, niggling rigging 
failure" over the past 12 hours. 

In those howling winds and wild seas, he has had to send 
crewman Mark Weimann up the mast three times to re
place ropes that had snapped under the enormous stress. 

"Fortunately, Mark has a constitution of a horse. Not 
many people would be too happy climbing up a stick that is 
buckling like a livewire in these conditions". 

The more northerly fleet appear to have made a tactical
ly better decision for although they also have very strong 
winds, the ocean is more settled. 

Richard Crockett, spokesman for the L34 Vuarnet Rou
lette team, who are some 50 miles due north of Cox, said 
they were "surfing like Shaun Tomson" on a steady follow
ing sea. 

However, they expect to pass the southern tip early 
today, and yachts keeping close to the mainland may have a 
shorter route but are more likely to encounter dangerous 
breaking seas - which sweep across the shallows stretch
ing some 100 miles offshore - than the more southerly 
boats. - Sapa. 


