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A trouble 
free night 
for most 
on route 

By Dave Beattie 
Aboard the Meiring 
Naude - After all the 
drama in the opening 
stage of the 1989 Crystie 
Beachcomber Crossing 
from Mauritius to Dur
ban, most of the yachts 
r eported a trouble-free 
night and some extreme
ly fast sailing. 

None went faster than 
the sleek new 65-fboter, 
Get More Fun. She ra 
dioed in to the guardship 
Meiring Naude that she 
had logged an astounding 
328 miles since leaving 
Grand Baie 24 hours ear
lier. 

And with an estimated 
lead of over 25 miles on 
her archrival in the race 
for line honours, Tuna 
Marine Voortrekker II , 
Get More Fun's skipper 
Terry Clarence was well 
pleased with a perfor
mance that also keeps 
them well in the hunt for 
a record run. 

Voortrekker, mean 
while, was having no fun 
at all. She was held up by 
a school of aggressive 
whales - an experience 
that prompted the Meir
i n g Naude captain , 
George Foiliss, to put out 
an "all ships" alert. 

First boat in sight from 
the Meiring Naude at 
daybreak on the second 
day of the 1 600 nautical 
mile race, was the Miura 
31 of Tony Abott. Guard
ian National was being 
pushed along by a 20 to 25 
knot easterly wind that 
later in the day had even 
the heavy 104 ft guard
ship lunging about. 

As the yachts reported 
their positions, it seemed 
that Hulett Aluminium, 
Beluga , Swimlion and 
Ilse Bell were best 
placed behind the leading 
pair. 

Close Again was cer
tainly the leading L34, 
but not too far back was 
a gaggle of L34s includ
ing Afi Warrior, Credit 
Guarantee Solar Wind, 
Vuarnet Roulette and 
Suburban Hardware. 

In a late-evening feed
ba ck from race head
quarters in Durban, the 
computed placings re
vealed that Rick Nankin 
in Swimlion was the 
overall leader on handi
cap. 


