
Yachting 

'Novice' 
ready for 
Crossing 

By Dave Beattie 

Johannesburg's Rob de 
Vlieg makes his first 
foray iuto keelboat ocean 
racing this month when 
he skippers a Stadt 34 in 
the Crystie Beachcomber 
Crossing from Mauritius 
to Durban. 

But De Vlieg is a "nov
ice extraordinaire". He 
may be new to keelboat
ing, but his exploits and 
achievements as a small 
craft sailor put him in 
the top echelon of local 
yachtsmen. 

As a dinghy sailor, he 
is almost untouchable in 
the Fireball class, repre
senting SA at the Euro
pean nationals last year, 
when he came eighth, and 
at the World Champion
ships in America th is 
year. He was Yachtsman 
of the Year for 1988. 

"It's a challenge," said · 
De Vlieg. "Of course 
there are differences be- l 

tween keelboating and 
dinghy sailing, but the 
basics of sailing stay the 
same . I ' m looking 
forward to it." 

The recently complet
ed yacht, Wika Instru
ments, is owned by Jan 
Beket of Harrismith. 

When it sets off from 
Grand Baie on Septem
bt:r 16 it will have aboard 
Geoff Williams, who has ' 
more than 20 years sail
ing experience, John Ser
gal, with five years of 
racing behind him, and 
John Vierra. · 

"There is some experi
ence there and we are 
hoping to cause the L34 
fleet a bit of bother." 

Wika Instruments is 
now nearing the start 
point, and De Vli e g 
leaves Durban for Mauri
tius on Sunday to join 
her. 

Meanwhile, the last 
four yachts - Credi t 
Guarantee Solar Wi nd, 
Paperpack, Lapwing and 
Sunseeker - will leave 
Durban today. 

1 he four should have 
been on their way days 
ago, but the freig hter 
scheduled to haul them to 
the island had to dock for 
repairs after an electri
cal fire. 

And Thun derc hild, 
after being hi t by a freak 
wave and forced to put 
into Port Elizabeth for 
repairs, is also once more 
on her way to the start 
line. 


