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THE AMERICA'S CUP 
Flrat ran: Stars and Stripes 

(Dennis Conner) bi New Zealand 
(David Barnes) by 18min 15sec. 
Best-of -3 se�es 
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STARS and Stripes yes
terday thrashed New 
Zealand, as expected, in 
the opening race of a 
b�st-of-three America's 
Cup yachting series. 

New Zealand's 34 
crewmen, including 
owner Michael Fay, 
could only perch on their 
giant yacht's overhang
ing deck and watch as 
Dennis Conner's 60-foot 
(18,2m) catamaran disap
peared towards the hori
zon to win the 40-mile 
64km) race. 

The 133-foot (40m) 
Kiwi challenger fell be
hind in the race soon 
after the start. Conner 
just sailed away in the 6-
to-15-knot winds over a 
calm Pacific Ocean. 

Stars and Stripes 
reached the finish line 18 
minutes, 15 seconds 
ahead of the sloop. 

The only competition 
for Stars and Stripes, 
which covered the course 
in 4 hours, 54 minutes, 6 

seconds, came from por
poises playing alongside 
the twin-hulled yacht 
which at times sailed as 
fast as the wind. 

The next race is sche
duled for Friday. If New 
Zealand wins, the decid
ing race would be held 
Sunday. 

A flotilla of 1 OOO spec
tator yachts watched the 
start of the Pacific 
Ocean's first Cup race. 
Only the higher-powered 
boats could keep up as 
the racers headed to the 
first mark, 20 miles 
(32km) upwind. 

Stars and Stripes took 
2:36:00 To reach the 
mark. 

Should Conner retain 
the Cup he would join 
Charley Barr, a skipper 
at the turn of the cen
tury, as the only man to 
win the Cup three times. 
Conner is already the 
first American to lose it 
(1983) and the first to re
capture it (1987). 

Big single hulls wanted 
SIXTEEN of the world's 
best yacht designers have 
proposed the next genera
tion of America's Cup 
yachts should be big and 
of similar design to ensure 
the highest quality of rac
ing. 

Designers attending the 
meeting in San Diego this 
week included Bill Flick
er, the US chairman; Tony 
Castro and Derek Clark 
from Britain; Bruce Farr 
of the New Zealand design 
team; and John Longley 
and Grant Simmer from 
Australia. 

The powerful 12-metre 

Association wants the 
class retained for future 
America's Cup races, but 
the designers said: 

"The boat should be of 
adequate size (large) and 
spectacular performance 
in order to represent a sig
nificance commensurate 
with the international im
portance of the America's 
Cup." 

They said the yachts 
should be single-hulled 
keel boats with a maxi
mum overall length of 85 
feet (26m) and 65 feet 
(20m) on the water line. -
Sa pa-Reuter 

'US ski1n�er should he ashamed 

America's Cup court 
battle still looms 

N DIEGO. - Stars and Stripes skip
r Dennis Conner has arranged two big 

ctory parties for Saturday night, con
nced he can beat America's Cup chal
nger New Zealand in two straight 
ces. 
A member of the New Zealand crew, 
ich has accused Conner of making a 

ockery of the series, said he was still 
iting for his invitation. 

But the final race battle has appar
tly yet to be fought - in the courts. 
Multi-millionaire banker Michael Fay, 
ad of the New Zealand syndicate, has 

aimed running a catamaran against a 
cht, with 25 tons of lead in its keel, is 
fair. 
The 60-foot catamaran Stars and 
ripes, using a rigid sail shaped like an. 
rcraft wing, left the giant 132-foot New 
ealand in its wake in the first i;ace on 
ednesday, crossing the finishing line 
th an 1 8-minute lead. 
A triangular course over 39 nautical 
iles arranged for the second race, on 
iday, is believed by yachting experts to 
 ·even more in favour of the light, nip-
 _Stars and Stripes. 

Almost no-one in the naval base town, 
where 1 OOO yachts followed the first 
race on Wednesday, expects a third 
race, which would be held on Sunday, 
if necessary in the best-of-three series. 

New Zealand skipper David Barnes 
accused the Americans of being unsport
ing by not beating New Zealand by an 
even bigger inargin in-the first race. 

"Conner should have beaten us by 
more than an hour," New Zealand team 
tactician Bruce Lester said. "He should 
be ashamed that he didn't. Stars and 
Stripes must have no pride." 

Conner said· he ran a safe, conserva
tive race, ensuring victory. "I was not 
trying to break lap records; he said .. 
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Fay has said repeatedly he will ask tht; 
New York Supreme Court,,' as soon as 
the races a're over, to rule.on the fairness 
of the US decision to run a catamaran 
for the first time in the 137-year history 
of the race. 

He has also promised to try to con
clude the court proceedings as'quickly as 
possible. - Sapa-Reuter. 




