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s Mrs Lorraine Hamilton 
... terrifying 

A 'TERRIFIED' British couple were left 
clinging to the cockpit of their stricken 
yacht in · driving rain early yesterday 
after strong winds blew their 12 m ves
sel on to rocks off Durban's Bluff. 

The couple, who lost all their belongings, told of 
terrifying experiences 
as waves smashed the 
holed boat repeatedly 
after the e ngin e had 
failed. 

They were resc ued 

Bruce 
Colly 

after prompt reaction to two distress flares fired 
from the yacht, Burnt Edge, which had been sailing 
from Madagascar to Durban, before it foundered on 
the rocks at Garvies Beach. 

Mr Ian Hamilton, 60, was admitted to Addington 
Hospital suffering from hypothermia, cuts and 
bruises. His wife, Lorraine, was treated and 
discharged. 

Quiclt' action by a Bluff family and two policemen 
saved Mrs Hamilton after she was caught in a 
sidewash during an attempt to swim asJtore, while 
the National Sea Rescue Institute rescued Mr Ham
ilton from the yacht. 

Farther south 
Mrs Hamilton was at the scene yesterday afternoon watching 

members of the Point Yacht Club salvaging her.boat. 
She told the Mercury of her frigthening experiences. 
'We left Madagascar almost three weeks ago and on Ttiirsday 

were 120 sea miles out from Durban when the weathl came 
up. 

'On Saturday night the wind and rain eame up;._and tlL the 
strong current we were being pushed farther south. ' 

'Early this morning in the dark we realised we we* near 
land, but there was a howling wirrd and sheets of raiJJ uring 
down stopped us from realising how close we were.' , 

She told of how she and her husband desperately Uied to 
start the engine but, without warning, hit the first set of:rocks. 

'We were flung around the cockpit and when w.e went h!ow 
to grab warmer clothes there was water pouring in through a 
large hole in the port side, so we had to stay on,.deck and Ian 
shot off two flares at 5 15 a m. 

'It was terrifying and the waves were breaking ove~ the top o.f 
the boat,' Mrs Hamilton said. , "~ ··. , 

The.distref>&llates ~re--sMn-by'S.e¥erll~uft'rtsi~ts, * 
telephoned paiice and the NSR+ . • · 

The Hamiltons at that stage were starting to sulrer from the 
cold and shock, while they waited for a response ~ their calls 
for help. ' 

When Mr Tommy Frame, who has a clear view of the sea from 
his house on the Bluff, saw the flares he realised they were 
nearby. 

'I woke up my wife. tor· 
raine, and my sons Grant, 
Barry and Quinton, and told 
them we were going to see if 
we could help someone on 
the beach.' he said. 

'We drove d own to the 
beach where 1 thought the 
flares came from. and in the 
half light we could see a mast 
sticking up out of the surf a 
few hundred metres down to
wards the whaling station. 

'Immediately the family 
started running down the 
beach towards the wreck. Two 
policemen were walking to
wards the wreck as well. 

'From the shore it was pos
s_i.~~o~-2'.£...!!~_Ple hud-
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after prompt reaction to two distress flares fired 
from the yacht, Burnt Edge, which had been sailing 
from Madagascar to Durban, before it foundered on 
the rocks at Garvies Beach. 

Mr Ian Hamilton, 60, was admitted to Addington 
Hospital suffering from hypothermia, cuts and 
bruises. His wife, Lorraine, was treated and 
discharged. 

Quiclt'>a.ction by a Bluff family and two policemen 
saved Mrs Hamilton after she was caught in a 
sidewash during an attempt to swim ashore, while 
the National Sea Rescue Institute rescued Mr Ham
ilton from the yacht. 

Farther south 
Mrs Hamilton was at the scene yesterday afternoon watching 

members of the Point Yacht Club salvaging her.boat. 
She told the Mercury of her frigthening experiences. 
'We left Madagascar almost three weeks ago and on Thursday 

were 120 sea miles out from Durban when the weather came 
up. 

'On Saturday night the wind and rain eame up;._and with the 
strong current we were being pushed farther south. 

'Early this morning in the dark we realised we were near 
land, but there was a howling wirrd and sheets of rain pouring 
down stopped us from realising how close we were.' 

She told of how she and her husband desperately tried to 
start the engine but, without warning, hit the first set of rocks. 

'We were flung around the cockpit and when we went below 
to grab warmer clothes there was water pouring in through a 
large hole in the port side, so we had to stay on deck and Ian 
shot off two flares at 5 15 a m. 

'It was terrifying and the waves were bre king ovtr the top of 
the boat,' MrsBamilton ~id. 

The distr~~~n-by enls w.h 
telephoned police and the · ~ 
~ ~e ere starting-'li) suffer from the 

cold and shock, while they waited for a response to their calls 
for help. 

When Mr Tommy Frame, who has a clear view of the sea from 
his house on the Bluff, saw the flares he realised they were 
nearby. 

'I woke up my wife. °Lor· 
raine , and my sons Grant, 
Barry and Quinton, and told 
them we were going to see if 
we could help someone on 
the beach.' he said. 

'We drove down to the 
beach where I thought the 
flares came from, and in the 
half light we could see a mast 
sticking up out of the surf a 
few hundred metres down to· 
wards the whaling station. 

'Immediately the family 
started running down the 
beach towards the wreck. Two 
policemen were walking to· 
wards the wreck as well. 

'From the shore it was pos
sible to see two people hud· 
dling down in the cockpit, and 
when they saw us they waved,' 
Mr Frame said . . 

The family on the beach 
watched as Mr Hamilton low
ered his wife into the water 
off the leeward side of the 
yacht and she tried to sWi 
back . 
• ..,.They could not have known 
about the tremendous side· 
wash - we screamed for them 
to stay put, but with the rain 
and wind they could not hear 
us. 

'The woman was swept up• 
, the beach by the current. To· 

gether with the two police· 
men and their joined belts, 
we managed to pluck her out 
of the water and take her to 
shelter behind a dune,' he 
said. 

Two NSRI craft arrived and 
on assessing the situation one 
of the craft, a rubber ducky 
went in through the surf to the 
beach next to the stranded 

• TURN TO PAGE 2 



r as 
NA1lr'-

yac t tSi r c 

The stricken yacht Burnt Edge li~s holed on t}er sid.e .o~ roc~s off G~rv!es _Beach .~~ [)Jif9ap.'.S,1 Bluff.,. a~! being driv~,Q 
mshnri:> ~w ~ti-.n no winds. P1cture~by BRUCE COLLY ' ~ · . 

s Mrs Lorraine Hamilton 
.. . terrifying 
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Hospital suffering from hypothermia, cuts and 
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saved Mrs Hamilton after she was caught in a 
sidewash during an attempt to swim asbore, while 
the National Sea Rescue Institute rescued Mr :flam
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members of the Point Yacht Club salvaging her.boat. 
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The Hamiltons at that stage were starting to suffer from the 
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Family to 
the rescue 

LEFT: The Frame family, who 
rushed down to the beach to 
assist when :Ur Tommy Frame 
noticed the flares from the 
windows of his house on the 
Bluff. Mrs Lorraine Frame 
comforted one of the victims 
after she was rescued, while 
sons Grant (left), Barry and 
Quinton collected what they 
could of the belongings which 
were washed on to the beach. 

RIGHT: Mrs Lorraine Hamil
ton (right) helps empty a boat
full of personal possessions 
salvaged from her yacht by 
volunteers from the Point 

Yacht Club. 

Two in Bluff yacht drama 
• FROM PAGE l had to swim back to shore to 

fetch a lifejacket as they did 
not have any rope long 

yacht. . enough to reach the shore. 
' It w.as hairy; the waves The two rescue crew then 

were high and the rocks were am Mr Hamilton to the 
, sticking out of the water, said ~~vore where the NSRI rescue 

rescue crew member Dorian vehicle was waiting. 
Robertson. The rescue vehicle took the 

The other crew member, two patients to a nearby am
Paul Bevis, swam out to the bulance and they were taken 
yacht to attend to Mr Hamil- to Addington Hospital. 
ton, who was suffering from Mr Hamilton was admitted 
hypothermia, while Mr Rob- and was in stable condition 
ertson checked on Mrs Hamil- last night. 
tons cond1t10n. The husband-and-wife team 

After swimming out to the built their yacht while living 

1 Burnt Edge, Mr RobertsoIL_ in Johannesburg and complet-

ed the final touches in 
Durban before setting sail 14 
months ago. 

The first stop was Reunion. 
They went on to Mauritius, 
then spent five months in the 
uninhabited Chagos Archi
pelago, Mrs Hamilton said. 

They sailed on to the 
Seychelles and then to Mada
gascar before making their 
way back to Durban to refit 
and service the yacht, she 
said. 

A decision will be made to
day whether it is worthwhile 
for the ferro-cement yacht to 
be towed off the rocks. 

•• 




