
Tony Herrick (right) with brother Sam on a previous cruis!. 

Making a (sailing) 
dream come true! 

E veryone bas to have 
a dream - but 

making a dream cOJDe 
true is quite a different 

The Johannesburg yachtsman, Tony Her
rick, about to sail round the world on "Sun
rise Star", writes from Walvis Bay where h~ 

sloop is undergoing sea trials. . 

East Coast of the United 
States, and for this 
perlad will be "skipper" 
or captain of the yacht 
while on passage, as his matter! 

I have a dream - to sail around the world! It's a daunt
ing idea, perhaps, but with determination and a lot of 
hard work it is highly achievable. 

previous experiences will be invaluable. Brian has also 
two Atlantic crossings to his credit as well as extensive 
local sailing. 

We Herricks will also be on the look out Wflll'Mlllhl.-J I am no. stranger t~ ocean sailin~, having twi~ crossed 
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three have sailed gether before, we believe a female 

At Langebaan before setting sail and spending a year get
ting to the United States. 

Robots ·to 
crew yacht 
Sail cruising is entering 
a new era this month 
with the maiden voyage 
of a novel French sail
ship carrying up to 170 
passengers which can 
be run by one person. 

All the usual other 
bow-legged matelots 
have been made super
fluous by robots adjust
ing the rigging and a 
computer which adjusts 

sailed most of the P cific Ocean from San Francisco to 
New Zealand visitil)g exciting islands en route with 
strange South Sea cufoms - islands such as Tahiti, Fiji 
and Tonga. 

But oh, for the chance of a second visit. 
In the past I did not have a boat of my own and those I 

sailed in were almost always on tight yacht delivery 
schedules. As a result too many exotic places slipped by, 
just below the horizon, without being visited. 

A promise of ~ time see~ right at the time -
after all there are thOusands of interesting and historic 
places to be seen. "Next time," said a long time ago in 
different parts of the world, has finally come around 
again, with only one promise - not to rush the trip. 

After a long search of boat yards and brokers, I finally 
found my boat - the one that will hopefully take me 
round the world. The yacht, a fibre-glass, centre cockpit, 
sloop of British design was built in Kempton Park in 1979. 
It is one of a series built of the Wayward class and is 
12,25 m long. The yacht bas been registered with the name 
"Sunrise Star''. . 

After locating the boat semi-complete, I moved it 
closer to my flat. My brother, Brian and I completed it in 
the grounds of the Clayton Nursing Home in Jolly Street, . 
Bellevue, Johannesburg. 

the ship's 2 000 sq m "Sunrise Star'' started on the first leg of an awesome 
sails and manoeuvres trip last week: a long overland journey to her launching at 
four masts to meet Walvis Bay in mid September. 
variation in the winds. 

The "Wind Song" Walvis Bay may appear to be an unorthodox port to 
measures 134 by 16 m launch a yacht, some 2 000 km from the Reef. It is a far 
and bas a draught of cry from the normal Durban or perhaps Cape Town ports, 
3,9 m. It bas 75 cabins but in actual fact the transport costs worked out cheaper 
over four decks, and re- as, from Walvis Bay, a return load was found for the 
tractable aerofoils as transporting low-bed, thus halving the cost of transport. 
anti-roll devices. It was· Also Walvis Bay is nearer to the "Sunrise Star's" first 
made by a shipyard in foreign port of call on its westward route: St Helena Is
Le Havre on the Chan- land. 
nel. Sea trials will have to be undertaken for about a month 

The sails are an aux- to ensure the boat's seaworthiness, ·and to overcome any 
iliary power supply to problems with the yacht or gear that may arise. The Skel
e lectro gen ic groups eton Coast should prove a very interesting testing ground, 
driven by diesel motors with a number of overnight sails up and down the coast. 
which in ~urn drive ~n "Sunrise Star'' initially will be an all family affair, with 
electric propeller withi Sam Herrick, my father, arriving from England where be 
adjustable blades. is now in retirement, but yearning for further sea adven-

Somewhere inside the tures. He crossed the Atlantic a few years ago with Brian 
steel-and-light-alloy and myself, and is bringing a very useful self steering 
hull there is also a de- · system which will be fitted at the Coast. This piece of 
salting plant that pro-: equipment enables the yacht to steer itself at a pre-deter
duces fresh water-Dy in- mined angle to the wind. 
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crew member tends to discipline the others in areas of 
cleanliness, food, hygiene, etc. It is also good to have a 
female viewpoint to balance out the ideas of an otherwise 
male crew. 

At this stage the proposed itinerary is pretty flexible, 
but from Walvis Bay, we intend sailing, after the comple
tion of satisfactory sea trials, in early November. The 
first destination will be St Helena Island, a rocky island in 
the mid Atlantic about 10 days' sail from Walvis Bay . . 
Ascension, next on the route, ls a ful'ther six 'ltays on, and 
is a small volcanic island, which lies halfway between 
Africa and South America. 

South America will be reached after another two 
weeks, and the plan will be to arrive at Port Natal, a 
small port at the mouth of a river on the eastern bulge of 
the continent. "Sunrise Star" will be left there for a few 
weeks while Brian and I explore the interior of Brazil. We 
have some idea to visit the Foz do Iguagu waterfall in the 
south and the Andes Mountains to the west. There is also 
the possibility we Will be there during the Brazilian Car
nival. 

Other ports of call in Brazil would probably include 
Forteleza and Belem, which is in the mouth of the Ama
zon River. The Amazon River is fascinating, about 320 km 
wide at the mouth, with the brownish yellow silt of the 
river discolouring an otherwise azure blue ocean for some 
300 km offshore. 

Devil's Island, lying just offsore of the French Guyana 
mainland is a further week's sail from the steamy jungles 
of the Amazon river basin, is actually a group of three 
small rocky islands of a now abandoned penal colony. 
This is the island group of the famed Papillon adver1tures 
and escapes. The islands still have tf\e old stone prisons 
and walkways although somewhat raviiged by encroach
ing vegetation. A possible expedition into the swampy 
interior of French Guyana will be on the cards. 

After leaving the heat hazes, mangroves and equatorial 
rainstorms behind, (as well as the swarms of huge mos
quitoes) and sailing with a following breeze and Current, 
the Caribbean sea will be calling, with the first island to 
be visited, Barbados, conjuring up thoughts of crystal 
clear seas, blue skies, palm trees and tropical island holi-
days! . 

By the time we "Herricks" reaCh the east coast ( the 
United States - Fort Lauderdale in Florida, th tended 
destination of the first "major leg" - pr ably eight 
months will have elapsed, and a quarter o e world will 
have passed by. We will have bad months of sailing and 
endless experiences of meeting people, seeing different 
places. It will be time for a while ashore to relax from the 
vigours of endless moving and to ponder the. next' leg of 
the voyage. · • 

• 


