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Yachtsman back in race -in 
another boat after sinking 

Argus Correspondent 
DURBAN. - Only two days af
ter his yacht sank in the Indian 
Ocean, a magic carpet has ap
peared to waft Mr Alan Wool
nough back into the Indian 
Ocean Beachcomber yacht 
race from Mauritius to Durban. 

Mr Woolnough, who was res
cued by helicopter after his 
yacht Agenda sank on W~dnes
day, bought the Durban yacht 
Magic Carpet on Friday so he 
can still take part in the race. 

"It's marvellous to be back in 
the running," grinned Mr Wool
nough, whose enthusiasm for 
thP .. ace and yachting in gen
er did not appear to have 
been at all dampened by his re
cent ducking. 

Liferaft 
"Actually, even while I was 

sit• -- ~ in the liferaft waiting to 
b~ ~scued after the Agenda 
sank, I began thinking about 
getting my hands on another 
boat," he said. 

He was still thinking that 
way when he was sitting with 
his wife Linda and some 
friends in the Point Yacht Club, 
having a drink after being 
cleared by the offshore yacht
ing investigations committee. 

"My wife - who is a mem
ber of the crew - was very 
keen," he said. "She's great. Af-

ter the sinking most women 
wouldn't have been at all keen 
on the idea." 

Began search 
So, instead of taking time off 

to recuperate from his ordeal, 
he immediately began search
ing for a boat. After a quick 
look around he settled on Mag
ic Carpet, a lOm yacht former
ly owned by Mr Peter Cox, who 
raced her successfully. 

"We hope we'll do as well as 
he did," Mr Woolnough said. 
"Though the boat is six years 
old, she is still fast and we cer
tainly won ' t disgrace our
selves." 

However, as Mr Woolnough 
rapidly discovered, buying the 
boat was only the beginning. 

Once he was definitely back 
in the race, he became ex
tremely busy arranging the de
tails of the sale, checking that 
all the members of his crew 
were still available (they are), 
organising the shipping of the 
Magic Carpet to Mauritius and 
buying air t ickets, as well as 
arranging all the 1 001 things 
that a yach t requires for a 
race. 

"Still, the main thing is that 
we're sailing," he said. vThat 
makes it all worthwhile." 

Flashback: Mr Alan Woolnough and a member of 
his crew being hauled up into the rescue heli

copter. 




