
Safe inside a Super Frelon helicopter after .being plucked from a liferaft 70 
miles out to sea are Agenda skipper Alan Woolnough with Julie, the doll 
given to him by his daughter before he set sail, and crew man Andrew 
Dominy. More pictures Page 2. Picture by ALAN COXON 

Y achtsrnen ho.isted 
to safety after five 

hours in lifer aft· 
By Willie Louw, 

Terry van der Walt 
and Tony Carnie 

FIVE crewmen of the 
11 m yacht Agenda 
spent five hours in a 
liferaft yesterday be
fore being hoisted to 
safety aboard a SAAF 
helicopter. 

The Agenda, which left 
Durban for Mauritius on 
Tuesday night with skip
per Alan Woolnough, 38, 
and crew Andrew 
Dominy, 22, Robin Thom
son, 46, Martin Payne, 23, 
and Michael Parry, 23, 
sank 70 miles off Durban 
yesterday. 

The vessel, which was 

entered for the Beach
comber Mauritius-to 
Durban race, ran into 
trouble when it sprang a 
leak. 

Hourly Mayday mes
sages were sent out and 
shortly after 5 30 p m, 
with the light fadi ng rap
idly, the yachtsmen were 
winched aboard two Su
per Frelon hel icopters 
from 15 Sqn in Durban. 

Flares had been need
ed to pinpoint the raft's 
position. 

A tired and very re
lieved Mr Woolnough 
said minutes after being 
rescued that it was still a 
mystery why the yacht 
had started leaking. 

'We don't know why the 
boat sank. We thought ini
tially it was a water tank 
leak. We were not really 
concerned about it until 
this morning,' Mr 
Woolnough said. 

'We pumped the boat 
dry and had lost some wa
ter from a tank and again 
we were not overly 
concerned. 

'But between eight and 
nine this morning the wa
ter started coming in over 
the floor boards. We 
checked everything to 
isolate the leak. 

'We baled and had the 
pumps going and ran the 
engine to run the water 
out of the boat. 

'Soon it was obvious we 
had a major problem so 
we sent out a pan mes
sage (a distress call of a 
lower priority than May
day) to Durban radio. 

'At 12 15 p m it was ob
vious we weren't going to 
keep her afloat and we 
got the liferaft all ready 
with the provisions we 
wanted to take with us 
before we abandoned the 
yacht. 

'We stayed with her un
til she actually went 
down at 1 09 p m with her 
nose first. 

'We first saw a small 
plane about 2 30 p m and 

* TURN TO PAGE 2 



Home again ... Mr Woolnough (above), pictured safe in the bosom of his family last 
night with wife, Lindy, daughter Claire and son David. Julie, the doll, was dressed 
warmly too. Crewman Robin Thomson (below) was also glad to be on dry land with 

wife, Pam and daughter Darryn. 

Copter saves yachtsmen 
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shot a rocket flare but the 
plane didn't appear to 
see us. 

'Then we tried every 
half hour on the hour to 
get through on VHF radio 
and about 5 p m we were 
rewarded by a voice 
which said they had re
ceived our messages and 
we gave a bearing on the 
sun,' Mr Woolnough 
concluded. 

After a Mayday mes
sage had been received 
by Durban Port Control a 
SAAF Albatross, on its 
way from Durban to Cape 
Town, was diverted and 
made contact with the 

yacht but lost her again 
after the yacht's batteries 
were flooded. 

The pilot, Capt Pine 
Pienaar, said: 'We inter
cepted a distress call and 
were directed to the posi
tion of the yacht. 

'The caller didn't sound 
too worried at that stage 
and said he was going to 
update his position.' 

The aircraft could find 
no trace of the yacht until 
the afternoon when con
tact was re-established 
but low cloud reduced 
visibility and made it dif
ficult to spot either the 
yacht or the liferaft. 

Mr Woolnough said the 

ago and had been taken 
on its first sea trial last 
weekend. 

Mr Woolnough recently 
sold his first yacht, Sax
on, and started fitting out 
his ill -fated Futura 37 
yacht, originally named 
Saxon II, but changed to 
Agenda for the race be
cause of sponsorship. 

Crewmen Michael Par
ry and Martin Payne, both 
Durban Unive rsity stu
dents , and Andrew 
Dominy, a Natal 
Technikon student, are to 
sail IGI Gwaap in the 
Beachcomber race, while 
Robin Thompson is the 
skipper/owner of Foxy 
Lady. 


