
Owner horrified 
at damage done 
to stolen yacht 

By JOHANN NEL 
EXTENSIVE damage was caused to 
the engine and interior of the East 
London yacht, the Compass Rose, 
which was recovered near Cape St 
Francis on Tuesday, after it was al
legedly stolen in East London on 
Sunday - only hours before it was 
due to set off on an overseas cruise. 

A 27-year-old East London man will ap
pear in the Port Elizabeth Magistrate's 
Court today on a charge of theft. 

The man was escorted under police 
guard from Cape St Francis on Tuesday 
night, and the Compass Rose, valued at 
R130 000, was towed back to Port Elizabeth 
by a fishing trawler, the Boston Jaguar. 

The owner of the yacht, Mr Paddy Fra
ser, who arrived in Port Elizabeth yester
day, told the Herald that he was overjoyed 
when he heard of the recovery of his dream 
yacht. 

"But when I saw the damage done to her, 
I was horrified," he said. 

Mr Fraser said the engine of the yacht 
had burnt out, and the entire interior was 
blackened by smoke. 

''This could take months to clean up," he 
added. There was also some damage to the 
exterior of the vessel. 

Mr Fraser said he had received a visit 
from the parents of the man arrested for 
allegedly stealing the yacht, and "decided 
to call it quits" provided the yacht was 
returned to him in the same condition as it 
was when it was taken from the East 
London harbour. 
~t when I saw the state of her yester-

day, I will have to reconsider. I have not 
made a final decision on the matter, and 
may very well pu h charges. 

"My yacht is an absolute mess. It may 
cost a great deal to get her seaworthy 
again," he said. 

Mr Fraser said he had planned his trip to 
the Virgin Islands for five years. He is still 
determined to go, and will sail the yacht to 
East London as soon as the necessary re
pairs have been done in Port Elizabeth. 

Mr Fraser was accompanied to Port 
Elizabeth yesterday by his son, Patrick, 
and Mr David Tarr, both crew members of 
the Compass Rose. 

Mr Tarr arrived at the Port Elizabeth 
yacht basin in borrowed clothes, as all his 
clothes were on the yacht when it was 
taken from the East London harbour. 

• Five crew members of the 11-metre 
yacht, Agenda, which sunk 120 kilometres 
off Durban, were yesterday hoisted to safe
ty in fading light aboard air force helicop
ters after spending more than five hours in 
a life raft. 

Agenda left Durban for Mauritius at 
llpm on Tuesday with skipper Alan 
Woolnough, 38, and crew Andrew Dominy, 
22, Robin Thomson, 46, Martin Payne, 23, 
and Michael Parry, 23. 

But shortly after 8am yesterday, the 
yacht, which was entered for the Beach
comber Mauritius to Durban race, ran into 
trouble when it started to leak and a few 
hours later it sank. 

Mayday messages were flashed every 
hour and shortly after 5.30pm the yachts
men were winched aboard two helicopters 
from 15 Squadron in Durban. 


