
Dispatch Reporter 
EAST LONDON - A lux
ury yacht was stolen 
from its moorings in the 
harbour here on Satur
day night only hours be
fore its owner was to sail 
for Cape Town. 

The yacht was last 
seen heading for the 
high seas after an 
unsuccessful attempt by 
t he crew of the East Lon
don-based NSRI craft to 
get the person sa iling 
the stolen yacht to heave 
to. 

Mr Dave Hart, who was 
to have skippered the 
R130 000 Compass Rose 
for its owner-builder, Mr 
Paddy Fraser, sa id he 
and Mr Fraser were at 
the East London Yacht 
Club buying a " farewell 
round" of drinks for 
fellow-yachtsmen when 
they noticed a yacht 
without any navigation 
lights motoring out of 
the harbour at about 9.15 
pm. 

" This aroused our 
curiosity, but we got the 
su r prise of our lives 
when Paddy exclaimed 
that the ·mystery' yacht 
was the Compass Rose. 

"We raced up to the 
Yacht Club bridge and 
tried to raise the yacht 
on the radio, but who
ever was on board re
fused to respond ," Mr 
Hart said. 

"'f.he signals room at 
Port Control told us they 
did not know anything 
about the yacht leaving 
so we decided to alert 
the SA Navy and the 
NSRI," he added. 

The two craft set off in 
pursuit of the stolen 
yacht about 20 minutes 
after Mr hart's call. The 
navy boat started 
searching the sea to
wards Nahoon and the 
NSRI craft headed down 
the coast. 

The NSRI boat found 
the Compass Rose about 
six nautical miles off 
Kayser's Beach, one of 
the crew members, Mr 
Bob de Lacy-Smith, said. 

"We got as close as we 
could in the rough seas 
and managed to estab
lish radio contact. The 
person on board the 
Compass Rose said he 
had the owner's permis
sion to take the yacht, 
but as we knew this was 
not so we ordered him to 
heave to. 

"He ignored this com
mand and continued to 
head out to sea. We then 
fired two flares and 
hoped that the navy craft 
would see them and help 
us. 

"They didn't, however, 
and because the seas 
were rough and we did 
not know how many peo
ple were on board the 
Compass Rose and 
whether or not they had 
firearms, we decided the 
best thing for us to do 
was to head back to 
port," he added. 

"The last sighting we 
had of the yacht was ab
out 11.55 pm and she was 
heading straight out to 
sea towards the current 
and not down the coast," 
Mr De Lacy-Smith said. 

Mr Hart said the Com
pass Rose was fully
stocked with supplies 
and water for an ex
tended cruise, but he 
and Mr Fraser were hop
ing that "it would not be 
too long" before the 
yacht was found and re
turned. 

"We have now notified 
Maritime Command and 
are hoping one of their 
patrol aircraft will sight 
the Compass Rose," Mr 
hart said. 

Maritime Command 
could not be contacted 
for comment yesterday. 
- DDR. 


