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<;i~rde·n~bullt sloop for -race 
~: 

MR. DAVID COX 

Dally News Reporter 

AMONG the shrubs and 
flowers of a Durban garden 
is an unusual sight. The 
large looming shape of a 
nearly-completed ocean yactht 
is clearly visible behind the 
hedge. 

This is certainly ne ap. 
parition, bulf: the dream-child 
of · well-known D urb a n 
yachtsman, Mr. David Cox. 
Already this dedicated pre
fessional has spent three · and 
a half years "slaving away" 
in his mother's garden in 
Durban North. 

"Today is my 364th work
. ing day," he said when I 
, visited him at work. "Most of 

hese have been over week
'<ts." He estimates that by 

":_1i.me the 33-flt (10m) 

masthead sloop is complete 
it will have cost him abeut 
RlO 000. 

The idea now is to enter 
her in the Cape to Rio ecean 
race next year, and three of 
his crew have already been 
selected. "I have a few 
things to iron out still, but 
can'lt really see anything to 
stop us entering," he said. 

The yacht was designed by 
Pablo Cibert, who lives in 
Buenos Aires. "The instruc
tions on the plans were all 
in Spanish too, but this 
didn't present a problem,'' 
he said. "I could always read 
the figures and there is a 
standard procedure for 
building yachts anyway." 

The yacht has more pr less 
named itself. "The name on 
the plans was Diana K," said 
Mr. Cox. "As we have now 
become so used to 'callin~ 
her that we are keeping 1t 
the same." 

Mr. ~ox I:tas done all the 
work alone and his whole 
fortune has been taken up 
on the materials. "That's 
why I am still living in a flat 
after being married for six 
years," said the 30-year-Old 
acount executive. 

But his wife, Alison, has 
given him her full support, 
"otherwise the whole pro
ject ·would have been im
possible. She has been very 
understanding about it." He 
now expects to finish Diana 
K in September. "And then 
we'll immediately start trials, 

· and get in trim ·f:or the Rio 

race." 
He has used space to 

the maximum. The navigator 
has almost ·an office-type 
desk to work from within 
easy reach of the radio, and 
with ample room to write up 
the . log. His position has 
been so designed that he can 
even see · the helmsman so 
that communications are 
rapid and easy. 

"The hollow fabricated 
steel keel can hold 60 gallons 
of water so that saves a let 
of storage space. I have an 
emergency pump as well 
that can drain 20 gallons a 
minute, but I dearly hope I 
never have to use it." 

Mr. Cox has ' built other 
smaller yachts in his time, 
but has never tackled 
anything se large before. 
And he is definitely being 
thorough. There are lockers. 
drawers and storage space in 
every conceivable spot te 
make travel more com
fortable as well as a large 
pressure stove and sink. 

He has also given the en
tire boat a luxury finish with 
all the woodwork done in 
varnished 7-ply. "I have had 
te be an e l e ct r i c ia n, 
plumber, carpenter and 
mechanic all in one," he ex
plained. "That's why it has 
taken such a fantastic 
amount of time." 

The yaclit in the garden 

·As former Natal represen
tative ef the South African 
Cruising Association, and 
current chairman of the off. 
shore racing committee as 
well as chairman of the off. 
shore yachting committee, 
the man knows exactly what 
he is deing. · 

He has had very little help 
with the boat. One occasion 
wa8 when a friend helped 
him to carry the 20 horse
pewer engine aboard. "This 
is to provide power when we 

need it and cater for the 
lighting aboard," he said. 

"Everything on the yacht 
rev1>lves around the naviga
tion and the working ef the 
boat. She should have a 
displacement speed 0 f about 
7 knots but reach higher 
speeds irt surfing condi· 
tions." 

He estimates taking about 
30 days to reach Rio de 
Janeiro £rom Cape Town. 
"That would be quite good, 
I think. For this size yacht, 

which wtill be in the class 3 
- the smallest category -
28 days would be very good." 

Dave Gox will be both 
skipper and navigator in the 
race. "But two of the crew 
will aiso be able to navigate 
if necessary." 

But it has not all been 
plain sailing (forgive the 
pun) along the way. 
Sometimes the enormousrous 
of the task has naturally got 
him down a bit. "One can 
never think more than two 
weeks ahead or the whole 
scene depresses one too 
much," he said. 

But now, with the end in 
sight, it au looks very 
worthwhile indeed. 
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