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MERCURY AT. 
CITY HALL 

11Mercury" R,eporter 
MRS. KENAU HAVEMANN, wife of the Administrator of Natal, will 
perform the commissioning ceremony of the Natal Ocean Racing 
Foundation's R75 000 yacht, Mercury, outside the Durban City Hall 
on Tuesday, October position hi Church Street af· floodlit at night for the ben· 

The seven · ton deep · sea 
sloop will be manoeuvred in· 
to position . outside the 
Church Street. entrance t o the 
City Hall on a special 21m 
(70 .ft.) trailer. 

After the ceremony there 
will be a civic reception for 
members of the Natal Ocean 
Racing Foundation and spec· 
ially-mvited guests. 

The Admmistrator, Mr. Ben 
H;wemann, is the patron of 
the foundation, and the Mer· 
cury pas been entered in t he 
Cape to Rio race next Janu· 
ary as South Africa's only 
Provincial participant. 
. She will continue to repre· 
·sent the Provmce, sailing un· 
der the auspices of the Natal 
Yachting Association, for at. 
least three years in the major 
ocean yacht races of the 
world. 

The 12.8m (42 ft.) Van de 
Stadt-designed racer, which 
carries a crew of seven Natal 
yachtsmen, has been built to 
the latest ocean racing rules 
~md should prove to be one of 
the fastest yachts of her 
class in the world. 

During discusslons yester· 
day between officials of the 
foundation and Durban Muni· 
cipality, it was decided ~hat 
Mercury would be launched 
straight into Durban Bay 
from the deck of the freighter 
Kaapland, on which she is 
being brought from Germany. 

She will be hoisted from 
the water again near the dry· 
dock, and placed aboard a 
low-loader trailer for her 
overland journey to the City 
Hall in the early hours of 
the morning. 

Mercury will remain ln 

ter the 4 p.m. commissioning efit of passers-by. 
ceremony, and she will be (See picture on Page 26) 




