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Accommodation problem for a thousand yachtsmen 

RIO 
l•'rom Michel Fascio 

RIO DE JANEIRO, 
Thursday. 

THE Cape to Rio and the 
Buenos Aires to Rio ocean 
yacht races will coincide with 
the 50th anniversary of the 
late. Clube do .Rio de Janeiro 
early next year. 

The club is one . of the 
world's , biggest and most 
modern, and is situated in the 
heart of the city - yet 
members are but five minutes 
away from their yachts or 
cabin cruisers, and another 
five minutes from the open 
sea. 

The ground value of the 
ICRJ cannot be calculated, but 
its sha·res are worth about RIO
million. Its enormous fleet of 
1 000 motor boats and 400 sail 
boats is worth a conservative 
Rll-million, and this floating 
fortune can be accommodated 
on dry land in large hangars or 
moored in the bay and along 
1 OOOm. of quay front. 

To run this little empire. the 
commodore, Dr. E u g e n i o 
Villarino, commands a 400-
strong staff. 

All these facilities and ex· 
citing entertainments ~vill ~e 
available to the competitors m 
the Cape to Rio yacht race in 
January - if they have the 
time to enjoy it, because the 
Rio carnival will be in full 

l 

• • • 
COMPETITORS in the Cape to 
Rio race will have ac· 
commodation problems, as the 
finish will coincide with the 
Rio de Janeiro annual carnival 
festivities and visitors hotel 
bookings are usually done a 
year in advance. . . 

According to Dr. V1llarmo, 
lls club is willing to help, but 
Cia n n o t ass u m e th e 
r esponsibility to find sleeping 
accommodation for about 1 000 
yachtsmen who will turn up 
virtually at the same time from 
Cape Town and Buenos Aires. 
Dr. Villorino says it would be 
better for competitors to 
organise their own bookings 
through .travel agents and he 
has already told South African . 
organisers about this. 

."We will accommodate all 

RACE CLASHES 
WITH C_L4RNIVAL 
the yachtsmen in every ·other 
aspect except s 1 e e p i n g 
quarters," he says. · 

There will be a post office 
operating at the IC R J, 
telephones on the jetty, sauna, 
cinema and repair· facilities, 
carpenter's shop, free ramp 
available to take boats out of 

the water, a bar working 22 
hours a day and free entry to 
all entertainments organised 
by the club. 

Dr. Villarino says they are 
trying to provide as much ac
commodation as possible,. at 
places such as the Navy 
School. 

• • • 
THE BUENOS AIRES to Rio 
ocean yacht race conflicts with 
the Cape to Rio international 
competition and is a big draw· 
back. Many local yachtsmen 
are keen to enter the crossing 
of the South Atlantic from 
Cape Town but are already · 
tied up in the Argentinian 
race. 

The Buenos Aires ocean race 
is held every three years and 
local yachtsmen say the Cape 
to Rio race must be organised 
so that it does not conflict with 
any other races. Any yacht 
entered in the Buenos Aires 
race is a potential competitor 
for the Cape to Rio race. This 
would mean between 40 and 60 

extra entries from both Brazil 
and Argentina if the South 
African race date is changed in 
the future. 

Dr. Villarino, says: "We con· 
tribute 20 yachts in the Buenos 
Aires · race. But Argentina 
enters twice as many and we 
are all keen to compete and 
send our . boats · to South 
Africa." 

WINTER 
The commodore is an in· 

ternational racer and owns the 
35-ton Don Luiz, a 63 feet yawl 
of Sparkman-Stephens design 
from America, which was first 
to cross the line in the Buenos 
Aires to Rio race in 1952, Dr. 
Villarino is keen to enter the 
Cape to Rio transatlantic race 
when it will not clash with the 
other race. Otherwise, Dr. 
Villarino says the time of the 
year is good 1 for the local 
yachtsmen and for those, of the 
northern-hemisph'ere wanting 
to get away from the winter. .. 
ONLY two Brazilian entries 
have been received in South 
Africa and, as far as it is known 
here, they will be the only two. 
They are the Atrevida (which 
means "daring") and the Nep
tuno II, both from the late 
Clube do Dio de Janeiro. 

In the las•t six months, more 
ocean racers have been bought 
here than during the last 16 
tears, as the Brazilian Govern
ment has relinqmshed the 
duties on imported fibre-glass 
hulls. . 

Because of the support given 
hy their Governmtmt, lot•al 
yachtsmen are increasingly 
taking part !n international 
events. 

• • • 
A CAPE TOWN-BUILT fibre• 
glass sloop may take part io 
the Cape to Rio race. 

Her owner , Mr. An.toine 
Ruhle, a F'rench decorator in 
Rio, bought it last year from 
itwo yioung Swiss,. who spent 
about a year building it at the 
Royal Cape Yacht Club. They 
sailed to Ri10, where they sold 
their boot for R6 000. 

The 37llt. sloop was called 
GuUaume Tell and has been 1
renamed Adina by her new ,
ovmer. 

Mr. Ruhle is not quiite sure 
at this stage if he wHI enter 
the Cape to Ri<> or the Buenos 
Aires to Rio yachit race at the 
beginrung of nen year. It all 

depends how soon the 7-ton 
yacht wiU be fitted out for 
such ra<:es. 

• * .. * 
THE Rio Carnival a 
church festivity held 46 days 
before Easter - falls next year 
in the· first week in February 
and will coincide with the 
arrival of yachts in the Cape 
to Rio race. The 20 com
petitors will have a rousing 
welcome. 
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