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OLD SAL TS at the Point Yacht Club 
gasped and cal led for another round yes
terday afternoon when a bevy of six 
leggy schoolgirls from the Mowat Park 
Girls' High School arrived at the yacht
mole to launch their yacht, the first 
wholly owned by a girls' school yacht 
club in South Africa. 

The yacht. named Idler in honour of 
.. The Natal Mercury's " back - page 
columnist. has virtually been rebuilt by 
the girls of Mowat Park during Wednes
day afternoon PT lessons during the past 
three months . 

A 14-footer ("sloop-rigged pseudo
Snipe," said an old salt ). the yacht was 
an absolute wreck when the girls acquired 
it in May t his year. 

" The gi rls have been sanding, paint
ing and sewing for months," said Miss 
E. Olerenshaw, principal of the 400-girl 
Mowat Park Girls' High School, at t he 
christening and launching ceremony yes
terday, 

" Now instead of renovating boats, t he 
girls in our yacht club can go sai ling," 
she said . 

Fittingly, Idler was christened by Mrs. 
June Vigor, wife of the "Mercury's" pen
man, and the six girls of the club wheeled 
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the trim craft into the water for his first 
sail. 

Unfortunately, dead-calm condHions 
made the maiden voyage a little static, 
but assiduous paddling sent Idler slipping 
through the wate r for a respec table first 
voyage. 

"We hope Idler won't be our club's 
only boat," said Miss Olerenshaw . 
"Already we are looking for another so 
that the girls can sail in fine weather and 
get on with renovating the next when it . .. rains. 

Girls at Mowat Park are given the 
choice of taking golf, riding or sailing as 
a sport. 

" It is certainly a unique idea, and an 
excellent one," said Mr. C. M. Beukes, 
inspector of schools for the Montclair 
area, in which Mowat Park Girls' High 
School is situated. 

"They are an ind~pendent lot, but I 
don't mean that in a bad way," he said. 
"They believe in helping themselves." 

And help themselves the Mowat Park 
Girls' High School Yacht Club will ... 
to free air and healthy sunshine every 
Wednesday afternoon the weather 
permits. 
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