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THE CREW of the Mother of Pearl , the 30ft. English yacht which fought out a 70 
mph three -day gale before her arrival in Durban on Saturday night. Barry Young, 
h is wife, Suzanne, and their baby, Veronica , who will be one year old on Wednesday. 

TOUGH 9 - MONTH TRIP 
BY YACHTING FAMILY 

THE first of the many round-the-world yachts expected in Durban t his season ar
rived on Saturday night. She is the 30ft. fibreglass sloop Mother of Pearl. On 

board were South African Barry Young, his French wife, Suzanne, and t heir one
year-o1d baby, Veronica. 

They wiJI not easily forget 
their a1Tival here which was 
preceded by the worst gale 
of t heir nine-and-a-half month 
trip. 

On Wednesday night they 
could sec the lights of Dur
ban when they were hit by 
a 70 mph south-westerly 
buster which lashed the coast 
for the next three days. They 
were blown north again and 
Barry headed out to sea to 
catch t.he current to help 
them in their long beat back 

against the strong winds. 
The boat stood up t o it well 
and the only damage was a 
bent stanchion. 

"This happened when we 
kept on getting knocked on 
our side with seas slamming 
dov.rn on us," said Barry. 

Their trip started on Jan
uary 10 from Hamble in Eng
land. They came t hrough the 
French canals. 

"It was literally freezing 
there, and we had to break 
the ice several times in the 

rooming before we 
carry on," said Barr~r. 

"We only just got through 
the Suez Canal in time and, 
considering the political sit· 
uation a~ the time, we found 
the people extremely helpful. 
Mind you, I think having the 
baby on board made a big 
difference. People were very 
friendly all along. She is a 
tremendous public relations 
officer. 

"To collect some money we 
had to pull into Aden fo1· two 
days. This was not pleasant, 
with people getting shot in 
the streets and bombs going 
off, and we w~re glad to be 
on our way again." 

"To av o id the south· 
westerly monsoon w hi c h 
blows hard up the coast and 
is difficult to sail against, we 
went right across it, out into 
the Indian Ocean and back 
again, sailing via the island 
of Socotra, the Moldive 
islands, Diego Garcia, Mauri
tius and Reunion." 

Barry, who has an Extra 
Master's certiflcate and was 
with a British shipping com
pany for 11 years, plans to 
join the Merchant Navy for 
a couple of years before set
ting off on their next adven
ture, probably a trip round 
the world. 

BRIGHT SMILE 
"The baby will be bigger 

then," said Suzanne. "She will 
be easier to handle, although 
I must say she stood up to 
the trip extremely well. She 
showed no signs of sea-sick
ness at all and her bright 
smile on moments that we 
did not feel t oo good, made 
us all feel better." 

Although he spends most 
of his life at sea, this was 
Barry's first trip on a yacht. 
The King Fisher 30 class 
sloop was bought by him in 
England where she was 
designed and built by the 
Westfield Engineering Com· 
pany of Poole. 

Suzanne, who nursed in the 
U.S., England and France, 
had never been on a yacht 
before either. 

"I was only sea-sick the 
:first few days," said. "After 
that I was fine, even during 
the gale. The trip has made 
me lose pounds of weight 
however, and I recommend it 
to any girl who wants t o lose 
a couple of inches." 


