
YACHT RACING 
AT ZEEKOE 

O:NE-DESIGN BOAT IN 
COMPETITION 

VICTORY SNATCHED 

BY RYKIE 

At Zeekoe Vlei the first race for 
the Lion Trophy for 12 square-metre 
Sharpies provided the best turn out 
of one-design boats since the famous 
occasion when thirteen Redwings 
crossed the starting line in 1933, for 
all the available "E" class boats, 
with the single exception of Joan, 
started over the old "A" course in a 
medium to strong north-westerly. 

The course is from the starting 
line to Lotus Buoy, then to Flamingo, 
Corner, Sandhills and back to Lotus 
and then to the finishing line in front 
of the clubhouse. 

The start itself was rather ragged, / 
but Pengelly in Icarus got an ex
cellent start and with her new sails 
drawing to perfection soon estab
lished a good early lead with Rykie 
III (Bates) astern. Yvonne (Mc- r 
Manus) and Wings ( King) both got 
poor starts, while Endeavour (Lon
don) was very badly fouled by 
Hiawatha (Hiscox) just as she was 
crossing the line, the other forcing j 
a passage on the port tack and com-

1 pelling Endeavour, who was . close 
· hauled on the starboard, to run to 

lee to avoid a collision and thus 
! completely spoiling her start. 

Lead Increased 
At Lotus Buoy Icarus had in

. creased her lead on Rykie, but 
' Yvonne had worked her way through 

the fleet and actually rouJ1ded 
just ahead of Rykie: Westwind 
(Smithers ) ,  Slipper (Robertson), 

· Wings (King) were the next to round 
· with Hiawatha (Hiscox) last. En, 
· deavour had carried away a stay 

and was forced to retire. 
The next leg was a dead run to 

Flamingo Buoy, and here Icarus lost 
some of her lead by running rather 
too far to windward of the mark, 
and Rykie, proving herself very fast 
indeed off the wind, closed up on her 
and managed to pass Yvonne: on the 
broad reach to Corner exactly the 
same thing happened and Icarus 
rounded a bare boat's length ahead, 
while on the reach to Sandhills 
Icarus again ran to windward and 
allowed Rykie and Yvonne to slip 
through her lee-the order of the 
others at this buoy was Slipper, 
Westwind, Wings and H iawatha. 

Yvonne Slips Past 
Rykie now took a long tack along 

the edge of the Peninsula, while 
Icarus and Yvonne employed a 
series of short tacks along the far I 
shore: at first Rykie drew clear 
ahead and seemed safe from the 
other two, who had been wasting 
time in covering each other and en
gagirw in a "luffing" match; but the 
wind then headed slightly and Rykie 
found that she could only just make 
Lotus Buoy on her tack and in 
"pinching" badly to m ake the buoy 
she let Yvonne slip past to wind
ward. 

Thus with only the run back to the 
starting line Yvonne led by a boat's 
Iength from Rykie with Icarus a few 
seconds behind, but once again 
Rykie's great speed off the wind 
proved too much for the slightly 
heavier Yvonne, and she managed 
to get past to weather to win a 
really fine race by seven seconds. 
Icarus was half a minute astern, and 
was followed by Slipper, Westwind, 
Wings and Hiawatha. 

Placing and Times 
Places and finishing times were as follows: 

1. Rykie III ( Bates) . . .  
2. Yvonne (McManus) 
3. Icarus (Pengelly) . . . 
4. Slipper (Robertson ) 
5. Westwind (Smithers) 
6. Wings (King) . . . . . .  
7. Hiawatha (Hiscox ) 

min. sec. 
57 5 
57 12 
57 40 
58 5 
58 40 
61 4 
61 30 




