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Alex Petersen did not have life jackets on and 

CAPE sailors competing in 
international events in Britain 
scored two amazmg feats last 
week, showing South African 
grit and resilience. 

Mike Bartholomew's yacht 
1bkoloshe won the IRC Class I 
series, a premier class :;it Cowes, 
with crew including his son 
David, Jonathan Riceman, 
Charles Nankin, Haig Younes 
and Anthony Spillebeen. The 
yacht flew a South African flag. 

In the second event, Jan 
Dekker played a key role when 
the big US yacht Rambler 100 
lost its keel in the Fastnet Race 
and capsized after rounding the 
Fastnet Rock off the Irish coast. 

·~ few minutes after round
ing the Fastnet Rock in 23 knots 
of wind there was a very loud 
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UPENDED: Rambler 100 capsiz~ after losing its keel while rounding Fastnet Rock off Ireland. 

noise on board Rambler 100," 
he said. "Within seconds it was 
clear the keel had broken off as 
the boat started to heel more 
and more at an alarming rate. I 
had just been on deck. I shouted 

to the guys in their bunks to get 
out of the boat a.s.a.p. 

"I got out and ended up in 
the water. The boat by then was 
already was on its side. I swam 
towards the stern and linked 

up with Jerry Kirby and 
Nathan Hislop. Three of the 
crew had climbed onto the hull 
at the stern by the rudders to 
help the guys in the water 
climb up. It wasn't easy. A few 

were really struggling to stay 
on top of the water. 

"One crew'member ... went 
quite far under water a few 
times. Jerry Kirby and I man
aged to hold him up and_ push 
him onto the boat. He wouldn't 
have lasted much longer." 

Five crew drifted away and 
"within minutes we could not 
see them". The rest huddled on 
the upturned hull. Navigator 
Peter Isler activated the boat's 
emergency position indicators. 

"Finally, after 40 minutes, a 
lifeboat saw us and picked us 
up," said Dekker. "We then 
headed towards where we 
thoughtthe other five crew in 
the water had drifted off. A few 
minutes later we were told that 
a diving boat had found them 
they were all okay." 

Plan to protect yachts from pirates 
Quinton Mtyala announce that his company 

had been appointed the "turn
ORGANISERS of this year's · key" operator for the Abu 
Volvo Ocean Race have come Dhabi lfg of the race. The com
up with a novel way to beat pany had already been operat
pirates trawling the Indian ing the Cape 1bwn leg of the 
Ocean. race, and Parker-Forsyth said 

On the leg from Cape 1bwn that it had gained expertise 
to Abu Dhabi, in the United with other sporting events. 
Arab Emirates, yachts taking "We've been working with 
part in the race will be directed the Western Cape government 
to a specific point in the Indian since 1996, when the province 
Ocean from where they will be hosted the World Cup of Golf," 
loaded onto a cargo ship. he said. 

Away from the danger zone, Parker-Forsyth said that 
the yachts will be unloaded and . part of the expertise World
continue on to Abu Dhabi. Sport supplied was building a 

"That's why I know we'll be new facility to host the com
there (Abu Dhabi) on New petitors and their boats from 
Year's Eve," said WorldSport scratch, "akin to building a 
CEO Bruce Parker-Forsyth. Formula One track". 

He was speaking at a press He said organisers of the 
conference, hosted by the yacht race would spend 
provincial government, to €480 million (R4.8bn) on the 

"road show", with authorities 
in Abu Dhabi budgeting over 
R3bn on events for this year. 

Parker-Forsyth also said 
that children from impover
ished areas would be roped in 
in an attempt to get them inter
ested not only in sailing, but in 
other aspects of yachting. 

Premier Helen Zille said 
that through WorldSport, the 
Western Cape was exporting 
expertise in major sporting 
events. 

She said the deal would have 
"wonderful" spin-offs. 

Economic Development and 
Tourism MEC Allan Winde 
said that the value of the last 
Volvo Ocean Race stopover in 
Cape 1bwn in 2008 was R77m, 
but that more than R380m went 
to the city's economy. 
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