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Kny~eads for Lipton glory, out False Bay close behind 
Alex Petersen 

THE 25-strong Lipton fleet had 
milder, but still chilly, winds 
yesterday, and \\'.hile Royal 
Natal moved up from seventh to 
third, and Theewater from 
ninth to fourth,. once again it 
was Knysna which took the 
front spot, with False Bay 
second. 

It might seem that already 
the Knysna team are curling 
their fingers around the Lipton 
trophy, and certaiply Gareth· 
Blanckenberg's helming skills, 
and Greg Davis's trimming 
make a formidable combina
tion, putting them two-and-a
half minutes ahead across the 
finish line. 

IN FULL:SAIL: Here eight-times winner Greg Davis, sailing for 
Knysna Yacht Cub on Colour Press, leads the yachts around the 
bottom buoy in the Lipton race. Picture: BRENTON GEACH 

But in the lighter breezes, 
co-skipper Andrea Giovannini 

was not unhappy with False 
Bay's second place. 

"That suits our game plan at 
the moment. We got kelp on the 
keel on the final leg, and then 
had to fight off Royal Natal 
coming on to the finish. There 
were very bumpy-seas, which 
makes it hard work for the 
belmslnan." 

However, Royal Natal skip
per Ricky Robinson. is contl
dent that a couple of wins are 
within their grasp later in the 
week. "Our boat speed is good, 
and we were pushing False Bay; 
but they defended themselves 
well" . 

Good sailing by the all
women team on the Imperial 
Yacht Club's Bandito, skip
pered by Dominique Provoyem; 
gave them a well-earned flfth 

place. Said crew Cathy Largier: 
"We had a good start, and were 
ninth at the first mark, and 
then caught up." But they were 
unable to catch the Theewater 
boat, lntasure, skip~red by her 
brother, James Largier. 

In sixth place, showing their 
merit, was the Bishop's Yacht 
Club, echoing the growing 
number of schools which offer 
yachting as a sport. 

While the Knysna team 
were sailing flawlessly, said 
Royal Cape skipper Dale Kush
ner, they were under pressure, 
and one bad result for them 
could open up the contest. 

The regatta continues until 
Friday. For full results, see 
www.liptoncup.org.za 
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