
Giff gives media the slip 
Laura Dekker, 14, secretly sets off to sail solo around the globe after overcoming opposition 

THE HAGUE: Laura Dekker, 
the Dutch girl who began her 
r( ;d-the-world record bid 
saafrday from Gibraltar after 
a long legal battle, was born 
on a similar sea voyage 14 
years ago. 

"Sailing is my life," the 
. bubbly, blonde teenager 
writes on her website, 
sprinkled with photos of her 
yacht, sailing instruments, 
images of the sea, and a map 
that will track each stage of 
her route. 

·~soon as I get on my 
boat, something inside me 
changes. Then I really feel 
what living is." 

At the end of July she won 
a 10-month court battle with 
Dutch child welfare 
authorities who had been 
preventing the voyage for fear 
it would stunt Dekker's social · 
ar\ ,; otional development. 

fslit yesterday morning, 
outofthemediaspotligh~ 
Dekker began her solo trip 
from Gibraltar. 

Before leaving the Dutch 
port of Den Osse earlier in 
August, where she lived on a 
boat with her father, Dick, and 
dog, Spot, Dekker had said, "I 
Sft'f not really afraid ... I am 
v_ery happy." I simply want to 
!lie the world, different. 
cultures, and to acquire life 
experience," thHlendei; . 
vivacious girl said after the 
verdict in July. I like to tratel. 
I don't like staying in one 
place for too long." 

Dekker turns 17 on 
September 20, 2012, which 
allows her a little over two 

home. Guppy means 
everything to me," Dekker 
says on her website. 

She describes herself as a 
sailor "first of all", and says 
that other people perceive her 
as stubborn. 

"I follow my own head. 
And if I'm determined to do 
something, then I'll make 
sure that I make it happen." 

In tenacious style, Dekker 
fought the state's attempt$ to 
kill her dream, addressing the 
courts' concerns one by one 
such as learning first aid and 
sleep management. 

She plans to continue her 
formal education via the 
internet while at sea. 

Shortly after the 
authorities thwarted her 
initial departure last yeai; the 
headstrong youngster ran 
away to the Dutch Caribbean 
island territory of Sint 
Maarten (Saint Martin) in 
December. Police had to 
escort her back home. 

She says she understands 
people's concern about her 
age, "but I would like to show 
other young people what you 
can achieve if you really have 
a dream;" 

A reminder of the risks 
PREPARED: Laura Dekker hoists a flag of The Sea Shepherd Conservation Societv .on her boat earlier this month. The 14--year- she faces came in June, when 

. old set off from Portugal yesteklay in a bid to try to become the youngest pef&qn to sail solo around the world. PICTURE: AP , · w-year-old Californian Abby 
· · · · , . · ' · 'Sttrl,derland capsized in rough 

years to complete the trip. 
Her route from Gibraltar 

will take her across the 
Atlantic Ocean and into the 
Pacific via the Panama Canal. 

She plans to stop at the 
Galapagos islands before 

heading to Australia, 
Thailand and through the 
pirate-infested Gulf of Aden 
back to Europe. 

Dekker was born in New 
Zealand during the third of a 
seven-yeai; around-the-world 

sea journey and spent the 
first four years of her life at 
sea with her paren~ 

"I was four when I first 
stood at the helm on my o~," 
she writes. 

She set sail on her first, 

' Seas in theirtdian Ocean 
six-week solo holiday to the Whf1e on ttsimilar mission. 
northern Dutch province of She had to be re8cued by a 
Friesland at the age of 11. French fishing boat. 

Her boat, an 11.5 metre- Asked what she would 
long jeaneau gin fizz ketch, is miss most on her trip, Dekker 
named Guppy. was unhesitant: "My dog, 

"This boat is my second Spot." - Sapa-AFP 

.. 


