
SAIL AWAY: Scores of yachts set sail at the start of the Eden Island Lipton Cup from Table Bay harbour. Defending champion Greg Davis won the first race yesterday 
at the Royal Cape Yacht Club in windy conditions and bumpy seas. Picture: BRENTON GEACH 
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DEFENDING champion Greg 
Davis made the perfect start to 
the 2009 Eden Island Lipton 
Cup with a comfortable win in 
the first race yesterday at the 
Royal Cape Yacht Club (RCYC). 

"The conditions were beau
tiful and I was very happy with 
the result," said Davis, who 
was aboard the RCYC entry, 
Daly's Insurance. 

Sailors tackled 25-knot 
winds on a relatively bumpy 
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sea, which proved to benefit the 
local sailors. 

Mark Sadler, on the Royal 
Natal Yacht Club entry, Orion 
Challenger, claimed second on 
a difficult day at sea, when a 
damaged hatch allowed water 
into the boat. 

"It wasn't really even a race, 
Greg was miles ahead, but, 
considering aU of the prob
lems, I'm happy with where we 
finished," said the skipper, who 
charged into second place 
towards the end of the triangu-

lar course. The talented Andrea 
Giovanni, 25, of Fish Hoek 
Beach Sailing Club, surprised 
the competition with a third
place finish. 

"We aimed for a top-five fin
ish at the start and sailed 
between third and fourth place 
for the whole race," he said. 
"We broke something on the 
jib, which set us back a bit, but 
we caught up at the end. It was 
just an incredible. day of rac
ing. We are quite a young team, 
but with our 1new sponsor, 

Intasure, we are aiming for a 
top-three finish this time, and 
want a win over the next three 
years." 

Defending club Theewater 
Sports Club came fourth, but 
skipper James Largier, 20, was 
disappointed that they could 
not hold on to the second place 
they held for most of the race. 

"We got to the start a bit late, 
so we had to catch up, but our 
boat speed off the line · was 
good. Our main halyard slipped 
and we lost a lot in the last beat, 

but we finished two seconds off 
third," said Largier. 

The youngest team on the 
water with an average age of 
13, Team Magnificent Hitachi, 
finished in 21st place. 

"It is our first Lipton Cup 
and today was awesome .. . and 
hectic," said 13-year-old Ryan 
Barnado, who was on halyards 
for the Milnerton Aquatic Club 
entry. "Tons of stuff broke, 
which really slowed us down. 
We want to finish halfway,, r 
towards the front this year/ . 


