
AWAY THEY GO: The fleet takes off at the start of Day 3 of the Lipton Cup, w ith the new Green Point stadium in the background. Picture: BRENTON GEACH l 

Sadler flies in to steer Orion Challenger ~o win on Day 3 in Lipton Cup 
't..-"1/~ 1~~ '~s-n-rtos. 
LEX PETERSEN 

LIGHT shifting winds offered 
tricky sailing conditions in 
Table Bay yesterday in a race 
that saw a dramatic turn in the 
odds for the flnal outcome, with 
a win for Royal Natal, while 
Royal Cape's Greenlight went 
plummeting down the leader 
board after being over the start
line, effectively putting them
selves out of contention. 

Orion Challenger sailed an 
impeccable race to take first 
place, to move up to second 
place overall, and putting seri
ous pressure on the defending 
champions, Theewater Sports 
Club OR Daly's Insurance, with 

now only four points between 
the two boats at the top of the 
leader board. 

The win was even more 
remarkable .since former 
Shosholoza skipper Mark 
Sadler stepped on to Orion less 
than two hours after a long 
flight from New· York via 
Heathrow. 

Sadler said that after his 
long flight, he just relaxed and 
enjoyed the sailing. "I didn't 
even have time to go home, but 
.we were just having fun, when 
you are relaxed you tend to do 
better, so it was a great day." 

Dave Hudson said: "They 
deserved to win. The condi
tions were near perfect, light 

airs, quite tricky, but Mark 
positioned the boat well 
throughout the race, and he 
read the shifts well. He sailed a 
very intelligent race." . 

But he was clearly disap
pointed with Greenlight's OCS, 
the first time Hudson had 
scored what is effectively a dis
qualification in all his many 
years of racing in Lipton Cup 
regattas. 

The light airs were also a 
boon to Transvaal Yacht Cltib 
boat Saxum Insurance. It led 
the race from the first mark vir
tually to the finish when it was 
finally hauled in by Orion. 

Skipper Ewald Sternagel 
was clearly chuffed. "We had a 

brilliant start on the pin end of 
the line; and we were in the 
right position to take the wind 
shift at the top mark, so it was 
a great race, even though Orion 
caught us in the final leg . . But 
we are very happy with a sec
ond. Those guys are in a differ
ent league," he said of the 
RNYC sailors. 

Sternagel won the Lipton 
Cup for Transvaal in 1984 when 
the regatta was first sailed in 
the L-26 class. 

Third placed were defend
ing champs Daly's Insurance, 
finally pushed off their win
ning pitch. Said co-skipper and 
helmsman Gareth Blanken
burg: "It was a tricky race, 

quite difficult to read the shifts, 
and it was a long day. But now 
the regatta is quite open, so in 
a way it is more interesting.''. 

Hobie sailor Paul Lagesse 
and his team from Hottentot's 
Holland on Streetcar contin
ued their consistent sailing, 
with a fifth place, giving them 
an overall third, so they are 
still very much in contention, 
just four points behind Royal 
Natal, certainly a close enough 
gap to be a worry. 

But the main battle is likely 
to be between defenders Thee
water and Royal Natal, so there 
could be a serious ding-dong 
battle for the three remaining 
days of the regatta. 


