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Yaditsmen's nightmare off EL coast 
t:"t.. .. ._.,.... b .. 

By PIET VAN NIEKERK '"I f •/"MN, 
EXHAUSTED after more than two 
days on stormy seas in a damaged 
yacht 50 nautical miles off East Lon
don, three Cape Town yachtsmen de- · 
scribed yesterday how lucky they 
were to be alive. 

The skipper of the 15 metre cata
maran Fairweather, Peter Forrest of 
the Royal Cape Yacht Club, said the 
yacht's name did not live up to its 
promise when they hit "extreme wea
ther" soon after leaving Port Eliz
abeth harbour for Mauritius on Fri-
ay morning. ' 
Initially, the bulk head suffered 

structural damage, but by Saturday 
afternoon the weather _had not let up
they had lost both props on both 
engines and were being swamped by 
five metre swells. · 

"We got battered off course by mas
sive waves while battling a headwind 
of up to 30 knots. We were eventually 
forced to ask the East London NSRI 
for assistance because we ran the risk 
of being capsized," Forrest said. 

He and two professional charter 
boat crew members - Kurt Kuun anct 
Jaco Brand - left Cape Town on July 7 

_ •••• ter Forrest at the helm of the damaged Fairweather with his 
crew members, Kurt uun, back left, and Jaco Brand, holding parts of-the bulk head 
that was ripped from the hull. Picture: NIGEL LOUW 

to deliver the Fairweather to a new 
owner in Mauritius, who would use it 
for chartered cruises and diving. 

Things started to go wrong from the 
time they left Cape Town a month ago 
- one engine took on water through 
the exhaust. The crew made it as far 
as Port Elizabeth but had to dock 

there for three weeks to have the 
catamaran repaired. 

Within a day ofleaving they were in 
trouble orice again. · 

"We were about 50 nautica\ ,miles 
off East London on Saturday ·atter-
noon when a massive wave knocked in 
a double door at the back of the yacht. 

At that stage, we were already with
'out props or engine power. The struc
tural damage to the bulk head was 
horrendous and we were taking in 
water. • 

"Although we knew a catamaran 
technically could not sink, we ran the 
risk of being capsized if we did not 
maintain course in the heavy swell. 
We were lucky because we are still 
alive," Forrest said. 

According to the deputy station 
commander of East London's NSRI, 
Ian Reid, his crew were on high alert 
by 5pm on Saturday. 

But at 9pm they got a second dis
tress call from the Fairweather. 

"It was reported to have taken a 
large wave over the bow, making the 
structural damage worse and swamp
ing the yacht. We immediately 
launched our rescue craft, ACSA Res
cuer 1, to rendezvous with the yacht," 
he said. 

They reached it 13 nautical miles 
from port_. ~~WeJou~ them with parts 
Ofth'e butk:hea cj>mpletely ripped off 
,the hull," he said. , · . 
' · ACSA Rescuer 1 succeeded in tow
ing the yacht to the East London 
harbour. 


