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SA 'syacht clubs set to vie ·once again for prestigidus Lipton Cup 
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CAPE TOWN: The Lipton Chal
lenge Cup 8ets under way in 
Table Bay on Sunday with 
crews facing six days of sailing 
to decide this year's trophy. 

The event has a rich history 
and originated in 1909, when 
the famous tea magnate, Sir 
Thomas Lipton, donated the 
cup to the Royal Cape Yacht 
Club. 

The race is now in its 53rd 
year (it was not raced during 
the .world wars) and remains 
one of the most prestigious 
events in the sailing calendar. 

As from this weekend, Table 
Bay and the Royal Cape Yacht 
Club will be playing host to 

sailors from clubs all around 
South Africa. 

And, make no mistake, the 
sailors from Durban, Algoa Bay 
and the Vaal Dam are coming 
to Cape Town with every inten
tion of taking this expensive 
piece of silverware back home 
with them. 

But will they? Not if the 
Cape clubs can help it. 

For a week, against the 
background of Table Moun
tain, colourful spinnakers, 
those big balloon-shaped sails, 
will be battling for position on 
courses out J n the bay, and 
while it lJlay all look orderly 
and sedate, o the water there 
will be some ierce jostling for 
position, and fiore than a few 

hairy moments and near-colli
sions, particularly if the wind 
gets up. 

The event starts off with a 
lively ceremony at the Water
front at midday on Saturday. In
cluded will be interactive work
shops, as well a mock rescue 
presented by the NSRL 

Opening the event will be 
Captain Salvatore Sarno, Man
aging Director of the South 
African America's Cup Chal
lenge, who will give an update 
on how Africa's first-ever bid 
for the cup is going. 

The fleet of the competing 
Lipton Challenge Cup boats, all 
of the L26 class, will sail· into 
the basin, and there willa~o be 
a number of races in navyJ..-sail-

ing boats between some 
celebrity skippers and a num
ber of other events to mark the 
start of the regatta, with the 
first race on Sunday, and 
further races every day in 
Table Bay through to the 
following Friday. 

Fiercely contested 
What is the Lipton Chal

lenge Cup, and how did it come 
about? Well, it could be likened 
to rugby's Currie Cup, and it is 
just as fiercely contested. 

The actual piece of 
silverware itself is extremely 
valuable and, as an example of 
the Eilwardian silversmith's 
craft, l t is said to be intrinsi-

cally more valuable than even 
the famed America's Cup, for 
which Shozoloza is currently 
competing. 

In the Deed of Gift, the legal 
document sent to the Table 
Yacht Club with the cup, Lipton 
declared: "Know all men by 
these presents that I, Sir 
Thomas Lipton, of London, 
England, for the purpose of en
couraging Yachting in South 
Africa, and especially in the 
way of friendly contests in sail
ing and seamanship in deep
sea Yacht Racing, do hereby 
give to the Table Bay Yacht 
Club of Cape Town, Cape 
Colony, the Silver Cup deliv
ered herewith." 

Then follows a closely writ-

ten, five-page document, care
fully stipulating the conditions 
for the regattas in which the 
trophy is contested. 

Lipton was a fanatically 
keen sailor. He contested 
the America's Cup on five 
occasions in a series of elegant 
yachts, all called Shamrock, 
but all were unsuccessful. 

But in his desire to encour
age sailing, he donated an 
extraordinary number of tro
phies to yacht clubs around the 
globe, so that today there are 
Lipton cups in places as far 
apart as Houston, Honolulu 
and even Sri Lanka. 

In South Africa in 1909, 
there were no challenges 
for the cup, because no South 

African yacht club owned a 
yacht that complied with the 
conditions in the Deed of Gift. 

But in 1911, an 8m yacht 
named Tess was built in Dur
ban by Nick Chiaziari to chal
lenge the Table Bay club, which 
defended in a similar boat, 
Patricia, skippered by Charles 
Eglen. 

Durban's Point Yacht Club's 
Tess won all three races, taking 
the second race by only half 
a second. The Lipton Cup · 
was promptly whisked off to 
Durban to a civic reception and 
welcome by the mayor. 

The Point Yacht Club went 
on to win the cup nine times, a 
record that was only eclipsed 
by the Cape's crack Zeekoe Vlei 
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Yacht Club in 1994, who now 
have a record 11 wins to their 
credit. But Durban have not 
been slouches, since the next 
most successful club has been 
Royal Natal, with 10 wins. 

Royal Cape Yacht Club are 
once again the defendmg cham
pions in the current regatta, 
and Dave Hudson, Roger Hud
son and the crew on Greenlight 
will be a tough team to beat, 
but Royal Natal Yacht Club's 
Orion Challenger and Isuzu 
Challenge from Algoa Bay will 
be other boats to watch. 

But perhaps the chief obsta
cle that faces the sailors could 
be the Cape's fickle weather 
patterns. It could be wild and 
wet opt there. 


