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South Africa's Shosholoza made 
.history on Friday by winning her first 
race in an America's Cup qualifying 
event. Her maiden bid for the world's 
oldest and most prestigious sporting 
trophy is even more momentous 
because she is the first entry from the 
African continent to win a race in an 
America's Cup qualifying event. 

An excited Captain Salvatore Sarno, 
the managing director and driving force 
behind the South African campaign, 
said that the crew of Shosholoza had 

a race against another yacht, Victory Challenge, earlier in the day, but lost to +39 Challenge PHOTOGRAPH: DLA TOAKELSSON, AP 

Shosholoza scores a win at Malmo 
·dedicated their first win to former 
president NeBc>n Mandela. 

However a curious phenomenon 
nearly saw the South African entry and 
others disqUjlified because they were 
too heavy. '!')le Scandinavian media 
dubbed it "S~Isaac Newton's Revenge". 

Tony Erans, the perplexed 
Shosholoza lonstruction manager, 
took a chai1 saw to the bulb of 
Shosholoza'i keel to sculpt a bit of 
weight off it1o meet the strict weight 

and measurement rules of the Amer- · 
ica'sCup. 

Jason Ker, the Shosholoza princi
pal designer, said that "a lot of other 
teams were also poised to do major 
surgery". Then someone suggested 
that it might be a gravitational issue. 

An article posted on the official 
America's Cup web site says· that Ken 
McAlpine, the chief measurer for the 
32nd America's Cup, agreed to explore 
the gravity theory· when one of the 

teams insisted they had done nothing to 
cause their yacht to be about 50kg 
heavier than it was in Valencia, Spain. 

The measurement committee did 
two things: it asked some technical peo
ple on the teams to search the internet 
for information that might explain how 
the force of gravity could differ between 
Malmo in Sweden and the more soUth
ern latitude of Valencia in Spain. 

They also decided to weigh two 
other boats to see if the problem 

persisted across different teams. 
"Sure enough, both other boats 

weighed in heavy, by about the same 
·amount. 

Then, the internet search revealed 
a complex mathematical formula that 
suggested the boats should weigh 
about 50kg too much. And that's the 
figure we were seeing," McAlpine is 
quoted as saying. 

"Basically, the force of gravity 
changes with latitude, and the further 
north you go, the stronger it gets. It's 
a very subtle change, but when you're 
dealing with such a heavy object, even 
a small change makes a difference." 


