
Shosholoza_ gets fine tuning before the. race 
TOMMY BALLANTYNE 

THE South African hi-tech rac
ing boat, Shosholoza, is in 
Malmo, Sweden, where its 
17-man crew are fine-tuning it 
for the sixth in the series of 
Louis Vuitton events, which pre
cede the next America's Cup, to 
be held in 2007 off Valencia in 
Spain. 

Act · Six gets under way on 
August 25 and runs for six days 
with a series of 11 races on a 
one-on-one basis and a further 
five fleet races involving all 
12 yachts. 

While Shosholoza has up until 
now not featured among the top 
placings in the previous five 
acts, Captain Salvatore Sarno, 
managing director and driving 
force behind the country's first 
bid in the Blue Riband event of 
yacht racing, has high hopes for 
success at Malmo. 

"Our first success in the Louis 
Vuitton Series will be dedicated 
to our former president, Nelson 
Mandela," said Sarno. 

The defending champion is 
Team Alinghi of Switzerland, 
which will contest the 
America's Cup against only one 
challenger, the ultimate Louis 
Vuitton winners to be decided 
from the following: Team 
Shosholoza (RSA), BMW Oracle 
Racing (USA), PIU 39 Challenge 
(Italy), Team Emirates (New 
Zealand), Luna Rossa Challenge 
(Italy), K-Challenge (France), 
Victory Challenge (Sweden), 
Desano Espanol (Spain), 
Mascalzone Latino (Italy), Team 
United Internet (Germany) and 
Team China. 

Sarno, MD of Mediterranean 
Shipping, the main co-sponsor 
of the Shosholoza Challenge 
along with German telecommu
nications giant, T-Systems, said 
that the aim for Shosholoza was 
not one of victory in the 
America's Cup but rather to 
take South African sailing to the 
highest level of competition. 

"The financial backing we 
have received from T-Systems 
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puts us in a different league," he 
said. 

'i\nd we now have the support 
structure to be able to compete 
with the best in the world and to 
win a race that nobody believes 
we can win." 

A major concern, according to 
Sanro, is the lack of major fund
ing from the South African cor
porate sector. 

"Up until now," he said, "there 
has been only foreign invest
ment in the venture. 

"We need to get the backing of 
South African business houses, 
and the crew need to know that 
the whole country is behind 
them." 

The Cape Town-built 25m rac
ing hull, constructed to the spec-

ifications of the new generation 
all-carbon Version 5 America's 
Cup class, arrived at Valencia 
only a few hours before the start 
of Act Five and was plagued 
with hydraulic-related prob
lems. 

Sarno said: "We made a lot of 
mistakes by trying to rush 
things. 
·~part from the hydraulics, 

we also had to purchase a sec
ond-hand mast from Cup defend
ers, Alinghi, as our own new 
mast proved unsuitable, which 
in turn also meant that none of 
our new sails fitted the Alinghi 
mast." 

In the four previous acts the 
crew competed in a yacht that 
had raced in the 2003 America's 

Cup, putting themselves at a 
considerable disadvantage but 
giving the crew much needed 
experience in working together 
asa team. 

Now that most of the teething 
problems have been resolved, 
Sarno is confident that the yacht 
and its crew will begin to show 
their true potential under skip
per Geoff Meek, of Cape Town, 
and helmsman Ian Ainslie of 
Amanzimtoti. 

Other KwaZulu-Natalians in 
the team include Camron Wills 
of Westville, Shaun Pammenter, 
of Durban North, structural 
engineer Dave Jonson of 
Durban, and Henri Hiddes, 
also from ·Durban, the shore 
manager. 


