
Teamwork: Ian Ainslee and his sailors from the MSC 
Foundation for Youth in,Jeekoe~lei during the cliallenge. 
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f or Orion 
Challenger 
TB& Royal Natal Yacht 
Club1s off to a good start 
after emerging as the 
victor in the first race of 
the 2004 Lipton Challenge . 
C~e_gatta. 

But nte...team will have to 
keep up tfie pace for the 
rest of this week and battle 
25 other yacht clubs in the 
seven scheduled races if 
they want to clinch the 

CANDICE BAILEY 
Staff Reporter 

Lipton Cup. 
The Algoa Bay Yacht 

Club came in second and 
the defending champions, 
Theewaters Sports Club, 
came in third. 

Yesterday there was only 

. ' 

Calm outlook: perfect weather conditions allow crew to hoist the spinnakers during the first day of racing in the Lipton 
Challenge Cup 2004, which runs until Friday. 

a light wind and the 
course - set between 
Milnerton lighthouse and 
Robben Island - took the 
five-member crew two and 
a half hours to complete. 

Michael Joubert, who 
skippered the KwaZulu
Natal team on the Orion 
Challenger, was positive 
about the victory and 
hopeful for the rest of the 

week's sailing. 
"It was a tricky race as 

the wind conditions were 
very variable. 

"I am really surprised 
that we won as we had 
very little practice. We 
have a tall order for this 
week, but I am hopeful 
that we can hold on to our 
victory," he said. 

Spectators can see the 

boats at Table Bay 
Harbour, lined up along 
the pier, on the jetty and 
at the Cape Grace Hotel. 
It is the first time in the 

regatta's 93-year history 
that the boats will set sail 
from the Victoria & Alfred 
Waterfront. 

The race, where all the 
contestants have a 7,9-
metre long L26 boat, is 

considered South Africa's 
premier one-design 
regatta. 

The Lipton Challenge was 
first sailed in 1911 and 
except for the two world 
wars, it has been sailed 
every year and is 
celebrating its ·s1st 
annivetsary this year. 

Today's race is scheduled 
to start at noon. 

.. 


