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Bungling yachtsman all at sea 

:-~ 
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latest disaster after runnlnl qrvund In his y VAT In Rhyl harbom', 
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Tenth rescue for self-made sailor who once ~lost' the Isle of Man 
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Special Correspondent in London 
I 

B 
ritain's most notor-
io~s sailor chalked 
u his 10th rescue 
inl 13 months when 

the coastguard found him 
aground in his home-made 
craft on the Welsh coast. 

The bungling yachtsman 
promised yesterday to carry on 
sailing after coastguards res
cued the amateur sailor - who 
uses a road map of Britain to 
navigate - for the 10th time In a 
year. 

Just one day after they had 
pleaded with Eric Abbott, 56, to 
equip himself with proper 
charts, his home-made boat ran 
aground off Rhyl, northern 
Wales. 

Ironically, he was on his way 
back home from an earlier res
cue at the time. 

Eric, who has In the past 
embarked on a solo crossing of 
the Atlantic wlth~ever leav
ing coastal water , was found 
alone with a small on of milk 
and a couple of bis . Its. His wife 
Anne, 61, chooses o remain at 
home when he set sall. 

On one of his previous es
capades, Eric informed coast
guards he had "lost the Isle of 
Man", asking them to switch on 
lights to guide him in. 

He had initially tried to con
tact coastguards on the wrong 
radio channel, and by the time 
two rescue boats reached him, 
his yacht had become stuck. 

Officials of the Royal Natio
nal Lifeboat Institution say he 
has cost them an estimated 
£30 000 (R300 000) over the past 
year. 

The eccentric unemployed 
painter from Northwich in 
Cheshire navigates with the aid 
of road maps and ordnance sur
vey charts of coastal moun
tains, many of which are an
cient. 

Eric, who has been1wlthout a 
job for 18 years, according to 
one report, built his boat, the 
Bm Plus Vat, In his O'fiJl back 
yard. ; 

He was unrepentcujt about 
the costs of his adventtJres and 
the burden on the rescue of
ficials. 

"They are there as 
and on the whole th 
job that they are ther' 

are part of one big happy family 
at sea," he said. 

One coastguard attending a 
previous rescue said: "The own
er appeared to lack any ability 
whatsoever." 

The Belfast coastguard once 
reported: "When we got to him 
he had a road map and he said 
he didn't know how to use a 
'compass." 

Nier the most recent res
ue, a coastguard spokes
an advised the sailor to 

"take some serious lessons in 
seamanship". 

"His rescuers were stunned 
when he showed them the Au
tomobile Association guide he 
had been using. 

"It's good for finding pubs, 
but not lighthouses." 

And another officer observed 
privately: "He's a prat and we 
are sick and tired of him. Apart 
from the cost, he is putting oth
er people's lives at risk. H he can 
afford a boat, he can affdrd to 
pay for a yachting course." 

A Coastguard and Marine 
Agency spokesman said: "Yet 
again Mr Abbott failed to file a 

traffic report to us before set
ting sail, which is what any skip
per knows he should do. 

"You would think, after being 
rescued another time and after 
being given a stern talking to, he 
would not go to sea again." 

An indefatigable Eric, pop
ping his head through the cabin 
door after he finally made it 
home, told waiting reporters: 
"I'm not giving up. 

"Bring out the champagne," 
he said, adding that it was "ab
solute rubbish" to suggest he 
was irresponsible. 

Eric first came to the atten
tion of coastguards in Liverpool, 
north-west England, on July 23 
last year when they logged his 
departure from the port as "not 
without mishap". 

Yesterday's incident was the 
14th of his rescue-strewn mar
itime career, of which 10 have 
needed coastguard assistance. 

The Royal Yachting Associ
ation urged him to get correct 
training. 

"This is not like driving a car 
in a straight line. Coastal waters 
do not have flat surfaces and to 
sail them requires skill and 
training," a spokesman said. 

IN lHE NEWS . . . Eric Abbott ~ a 
newspaper article referrin-__ to l1's sallna 
exploits, aboard his yacht in Rhyl hart>ow:, 


