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'Drama.as 
Lipton 
Cup gets 
u~derway 
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PORT ELIZABETH - A brilliantly 
timed finish by Fedsure Medway 
ensured victory for Gordon's Bay 
Yacht Club in the opening race of 
the 45th Lipton Cup in Algoa Bay 
yesterday. , 

Sailing in near perfect yachting 
conditions, 21 of the country's pre
mier yachting clubs got off to a 
fairly even start on a rectangular 
course, the first of three.compulso
ry courses, out of six scheduled 
races. · 

There was drama shortly after 
the start when the Defence Yacht, 
Unicom Cheetah had to respond 
to a call for a man overboard. 

Unfortunately; it was their mid
dle man Flynn Robson, who fell 
into the chilly water when their 
bottom safety line broke. 

Oblivious to the drama near the 
start, Daly's Insurance, Fedsure 
Medway and defending champi
ons Orion Challenger (formerly 
MBS Challenger) skipped clear and 
rounded the firsl buoy in close 
proximity, followed a minute later 
by Maxtec, ther, Quit, Spirit of 
Sprite and MIN Pulse, skippered 
by Sieraj Jacobs. 

Entered 
The Hout Bay yacht Maxtec skip

pered by Jan Reuvers sailed bril
liantly on the second lap to close 
in on the leading trio and as the 
yachts entered the final lap, they 
were two minutes ahead of Spirit 
of Sprite and the UCT entry, PG 
Glass. 

Rounding the final leeward buoy 
it was anybody's race and Daly's 
Insurance, skippered by legendary 
Lipton Cup skipper Chris King and 
Orion Challenger went left and 
Maxtec and Fedsure Medway, 
opted to go right, breaking into 
. two groups of two. 

Disaster struck the defending 
champions, Royal Cape Yacht Club 
on Orion Challenger, when their 
jib ripped, leading skipper Dave j 
Hudson to think that they were 

ut a wasn e end of the 
race for the gutsy crew from the 
Cape. 

"Gary (Sinlder, our foredeck) 
made an amazing repair, keeping 
us in the race but we had to sail 
conservatively arid protect fourth 
position," said Hudson. 

Down to the final three, Fedsure 
Medway's crew, skippered by Pete 
Shaw and Steve du Tiot seemed to 
find another gear, to win going 
away from Daly's Insurance, who 
were 19 seconds adrift at the finish 
line. 

Maxtec came in third, Orion 
Challenger fourth and Spirit of 
Sprite, keeping local hopes alive in 
fifth. 

"Our team called a superb last 
beat, we hit the right shifts and 
had great boat speed as we raced 
for the line," enthused skipper Pete 
Shaw, a 36-year-old Mastbuilder 
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