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Yachtie 'rescue' by lo.cal schoolgirls 
THEY may be landlubbers but three pupils from 
Wykeham Collegiate proved to be excellent vir
tual mariners after taking on a computer chal
lenge with a nautical flavour. Standard seven 
pupils Nicole Cornish, Tracey Geyser and Sonja 
Surendorff, guided by teacher Debbie Kerdachi, 
were part of a combined South African-British 
team which won the BT (British Telecom) Global 
Rescue Competition. ' 

Tied to the BT Global Challenge round-the-world 
yacht race, this competition had teams from schools 
in Britain, the U.S., Australia and South Africa par
ticipating in a simulated yacht rescue via the Inter
net. Pupils were presented with a story of a family 
embarking on a voyage from Australia in a yacht 
they had built themselves. The yacht gets into diffi
culties that worsen over a period of 11 days, the 
length of the competition. 

Groups of three pupils playing the role of inter
national sea rescue teams worked with children in 
other countries in tracking the family and planning 
a rescue. 

"We had to give a report each day on what the 

yacht was doing and where it was," says Sonja. This 
involved mapwork, knowledge of navigation, clima
tology and geography and a great deal of teamwork 
between the girls and the team they were paired 
with in England. "We talked to them each day and 
told them what we'd heard. We each got bits of a 
message and we had to work out what was happen
ing," says Nicole. They also had to research details 
such as which helicopter would be best suited for 
rescuing the stranded family. 

"In judging we looked for accuracy, skills and 
teamwork," says Nathalie Ing ofBT's Education Pro
ject, which is ploughing money into on-line educa
tional ventures. 

Ing says that although e-mail was sent to about 
200 South African schools inviting them to enter, 
only Wykeham and Chelsea Drive in Durban North 
entered. 

"Not all schools have the facilities for this kind 
of competition," acknowledges Kerdachi. 

The girls were each awarded with a Sharp per
sonal digital assistant by Ing at the school this week. 
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