
lose 

ER 

.,,, 1 .. h "",' ~~Of.I -;~. 

MBS Challenger 
favourite .for:' Lipton Cup 
YACHTING 
LIPTON CUP PREVIEW 

ROYAL Cape Yacht Club entry MBS Challenger 
will start as favourite to take line honours in 
this year's Lipton Cup Challenge regatta, which 
begins in Table Bay tomorrow. 

But the level of competition is expected to be 
tougher than in the past. 

The defending champion 126 (26 foot class) 
boat, which will be co-skippered by last year's 
winning formula of Greg Davis and Dave 
Hudson, is expected to be tested by yachts from 
throughout the country. 

Last year's runner-up in the form of East 
London-based Thomare-Daiken, skipped by 
John Shepard, is expected to be among the 
front runners again, while the Theewaterskloof 
Yacht Club-based vessel, Investec, under the 
command of George Amoils, should also be 
able to hold its own. 

Hout Bay Yacht Club entry Maxtech, skipped 
by Jan Reuvers, will be hoping to put its brand
new USA-designed Vectram-fabric sails, to 
good use, while the highly experienced Geoff 
Meek and his Hermanus Yacht Club crew 
aboard Africa Glass, should also have a say in 
proceedings up front. 

Chris King, who has won the Lipton Cup on 
six previous occasions, will be skipper of the 

False Bay Yacht Club entry, Dalys Insurance, 
where he will team up with another experi
enced yachtsman in Rick N ankin. 

After finishing third in its debut Lipton event 
in 1995, Mike Collier's Fish Yacht Club entry, 
Super Diamond, cannot be written off either. 

The speed of the vessels depend, of course, 
on the wind direction, but flat out speeds of 
roughly 30 kilometres per hour can be expect
ed, if all goes the way of the yachtmen and their 
vessels, according to MBS Challenger co-skip
per Hudson. 

Since the L26 class boats are no longer built 
for regattas, many of the current vessels are 15 
to 20 years old, but have been refitted to bring 
them up to the standard that they should be for 
the Lipton. 

The regatta begins in Table Bay at llam 
tomorrow, and will continue until Friday. 

Each day is a completely separate race with 
time not taken into account, but the top finish
ers of a stage receive bonus points depending 
on their position. 

So stiff is the level of yachting, that in 1990, 
Hudson managed to win three legs of the 
Lipton, but still was not able to lift the covert
ed trophy, which went the way of Zeekoevlei 
Yacht Club's S X Stainless Steel, skipped by 
Chris King. 
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