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Lipton sailors face new enemy 
DALE GRANGER · 

KELP, plastic bags and garbage could 
present a hidden danger to the Lipton 
Cup fleet on Sunday when it launches 
into a Table Bay saturated by the City 
Bowl's trash during heavy storms of late. 

It is a threat'which causes South 
African sailing maestro Geoff Meek, 
back in Lipton Cup action for Her
manus Yacht Club, genuine concern. 

He explained that plastic bags may 
become wrapped around the keel and 
slow the yacht to the extent that it may 
be put out of contention. 

"You can't see them if they are the 
same colour (white in nearly all cases) 
as the keel," said Meek. 

With at least eight clubs in con
tention to lift the Sir Thomas Lipton 
Trophy at the end of next week, this 
illustrates a problem, however minor, 
which can mean the difference between 
winning and losing as highly tuned rac
ing yachts sailed by the cream of South 
African yachting go in search of glory. 

Meek's inclusion will undoubtedly 

ruffle opposition feathers. Two years 
ago, when he last sailed the regatta, 
Royal Cape (Greg Davis), Zeekoevlei 
(Chris King) and Hermanus (Meek) 
were level on points going into the final 
race. Zeekoevlei eventually triumphed. 

The resume of the four-time Yachts
man of the Year is without equal in 
local sailing. He boasts nine Rothmans 
Week titles, six Crystie Week wins and 
victories in Algoa Bay (four times), 
national one design (five times) and 
match racing (10 times). 

Meek's last major international race 
was a year ago as skipper of South 
Africa's big boat in the Admiral's Cup, 
but it has been six months smce he last 
raced - in Rothrrlans Week. The layoff 
has rekindled his desire for success. 

"I am quite keen. Six months off 
has reminded me to go racing again, 
and I am quite motivated." 

Meek last won Lipton Cup in 1983 
when saiUng for Royal Cape. His co
skipper this year is Martin Schultz, with 
Richard Sffiith, Dick Manten and Marc 
Largesse as crew. 
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