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Meek 
.to sail 
Lipton 
regatta 
ONE of South Africa's most 

· accomplished skippers Geoff 
Meek has caused waves in the 
yachting world by announcing 
his participation in this year's 
Lipton Cup regatta starting in 
Table Bay on Sunday. 

The four-time SA yachtsman 
of the year will co-skipper· tl:le 
Hermanus challenger Africa 
Glass with Martin Schultz, who 
undertakes his sixth Lipton and 
third with Meek. 

Meek last won the Lipton 
Challenge Cup.-regatta in 1983 
for ·Royal Cape Yacht Club but 
because of commitments to big 
boat and international cam
paigns he remained noticeably 
absent from the event until 1994 
when he teamed up with 
Schultz for another crack at the 
cup. 

But victory eluded Meek and 
his Hermanus team. In spite of 
a brilliant regatta that saw them 
going into the final race sharing 
first place with Royal Cape and 
Zeekoevlei, it was Zeekoevlei 
who won. 

International commitments, 
including skippering one of the 
three South African yachts in 
the premier Admirals Cup 
event at Cowes, prevented Meek 
from competing in Lipton last 
year but the nine-time Roth
mans Week winner is back with 
a vengeance this year - giving 
Hermanus its best chance in 
27 years of winning back the 
prestigious cup. 

Crewing with them is one of 
Britain's best foredeck hands, 
Richard· Smith. 

Smith, who moved to South 
Africa last year was a member 
of the British Admiral's Cup 
team and has raced with the 
crack South African crew on 
Orion Express in Vietnam and 
Hawaii this year. 

Other crew members include 
Dick Manteo, a leading Gauteng 
sailor and Marc Lagesse, who 
crewed on Warrior in this year's 
Cape to Rio race. 

Lagesse has subsequently 
been racing internationally in 
Europe and the US and was a 
member of Bruce Savage's crew 
which won the-Nations Cup ear
lier this year. 

Hermanus Yacht club last 
won the Lipton Cup in 1969 
with CC Bowley at the helm. 


