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WOMEN'S LIP: Intent on winning the prestigious Lipton Cup in September are skipper Mar
ion Cole (left) and helmswoman Inge Schabert, members of an all-women crew. 

, . ' ~-women. team set to 
tackle Lipton Challenge 

M'4.,. 

ONE of South Africa's top women 
sailors, Marion Cole, has anno~nced a 
crack all-women campaign under the 
bup ee of Langebaan Yacht Club to 
co test the Lipton Challenge Cup regat
ta ff Cape Town at the end of the 
month. 

Twenty clubs from around the coun
try will be taking part in the event, 
wbich is being hosted by defending 
champions Royal Cape Yacht Club in 
Table Bay from August 31 to 7. 

Cole, who skippered the all-women 
Kelly Girl entry in this year's Cape-to
Rio race, says the fact that her Lipton 
crew are all women is irrelevant: they 
are "deadly serious" about winning the 
event. 

A sailmaker by profession, Cole is the 
wi~er of many Rothman's Week Class 
2 events and other local championships 
but has yet to win a Lipton. · 

Ber crew includes Hobie 16 women's 
champion Inge Schabort of Somerset 

est, who will helm their yacht, Ernst 

and Young CSI/lligh Performance Sys
tems, for the event. 

Schabort, who has Springbok and 
Western Province colours for hobie 
and board sailing, recently clinched a 
third place in the women's open division 
of the World Hobie Championships in 
Dubai. 

Other members of the crew are Gayle 
McArthur of Constantia, Fiona Ross of 
Rondebosch; who is also a University of 
Cape Town student; Anne Pile of Camps 
Bay and Diane Fletcher, a Stellenbosch 
UniversitY student. 

It is the first year that women have 
been well represented in the Lipton 
Cup Challenge. 

The regatta is sailed in L26 class 
yachts and each club may enter only one 
team. · · " .. 

No prize money is involved - just 
the prestige of wihning the R500 000 
Lipton Cup, a ~agnificent trophy 
donated to South African yachting in 
1909 by America's iCqp yachtsman 
and interna&ional tea magnate Thomas 
Lipton. 
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